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ENCLOSURE A 

CUBBINGTON PARISH COUNCIL  
 

Minutes of the Meeting held on Tuesday, 9
th
 December 2014 at the Village Hall, 

Broadway at 7.30 pm. 

 

PRESENT: Councillors Mrs. T. Saul (Chairman), Miss M. Cashmore, D. Cox, P. Delow, 
A. Gregory, Mrs. A. Higham, T. Kelly, Mrs. M. Mitchell, D. Morris, Mrs. C. O’Donnell and 
D. Saul 
 
Also in attendance: Councillor N. Pratt 
  
 

95. MINUTES  

  
The Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 11

th
 November 2014, 

having been printed and circulated, were taken as read and signed by the 
Chairman as a correct record. 

 

96. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

 
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Hammon and Johnson 

 

97. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND GRANT OF DISPENSATIONS 
 

Councillors Delow, Mrs. Higham, Mrs. O’Donnell and Saul declared personal 
interests in agenda item 11 – Village Hall, as members of the Village Hall Trust.  

 

98. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
 
 (1) The Chairman reported that since the last meeting she had attended 

various activities at Cubbington C.E. School and the St. Mary’s Church 
fayre. 

 
 (2) The Finance Working Party had met on 4

th
 December 2014 and had also 

conducted the annual review of the Clerk. 
 
 (3) The Chairman reported on the Parish Council issues which would be 

published in the December edition of the Parish News. The next edition 
would be published in February 2015. 

 
 (4) The Chairman reported that Councillors Hammon and Pratt had decided 

to retire as District Councillors for the Cubbington ward in May 2015. 
 
 (5) The Chairman referred to the Victorian evening which had been held in 

the village centre on 7
th
 December. Councillor Morris reported on the 

arrangements which had been made and that local shops had made 
donations towards the event. He made particular reference to the 
invaluable technical support which had been given by Pete Smith at little 
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cost to the Parish Council and to the contributions from Graham and Katie 
Barrow. 

 
  On behalf of the Parish Council the Chairman thanked Councillor Morris 

and the team for organising such a successful and enjoyable event and it 
was agreed to forward thanks to Pete Smith and Graham and Katie 
Barrow. 

  

99. POLICING 
 

The Chairman reported policing information relating to the parish which had 
been produced since the last meeting.  
 
The Parish Council expressed serious concerns about the significant increase in 
incidents which had taken place in the parish and neighbouring areas in recent 
days and the Chairman agreed to discuss this issue as a matter of urgency with 
Sgt. Kettle. 

 

RESOLVED that the report be noted. 

 

100. HIGHWAYS MATTERS  

 

  (1) Resurfacing works 
 

The Chairman reported that the resurfacing of the Rugby Road car park had 
been completed and that Mill Lane would be resurfaced on 7

th
 and 8

th
 January 

2015. 
 

RESOLVED that the report be noted. 
 

(2) Broadway 
 

RESOLVED that the damaged caused by trees routes in 
the pavement in Broadway be reported for attention. 
 

(3) Bus service 

 
It was reported that at the end of November a number of buses on the no. 68 
service had failed to operate which had caused significant inconvenience to local 
residents, including the elderly. 

 
The Operations Manager of Stagecoach Midlands Ltd. had been informed of the 
problems and had explained that the disruptions to the service had been caused 
by road works, and consequent delays, in Europa Way, Leamington Spa. 
Stagecoach was attempting to minimise the impact of these roadworks on 
passengers and, where possible, included an extra driver/vehicle to counteract 
any services that had been cancelled or those that were operating excessively 
late. They had also apologised for the inconvenience caused to the local 
residents. 
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RESOLVED that the report be noted. 

 

(4) Noticeboards 
 
Further to the discussion at the last meeting the Parish Council had been 
contacted by the organiser of the local Slimming World group requesting 
reconsideration of her request for permission to advertise on the Parish Council’s 
noticeboards which had been refused. 
 
Whilst sympathising with the views expressed the Parish Council still felt that the 
parish noticeboards were not provided for use by organisations and businesses 
that made financial gain. This policy has existed for a considerable time and the 
Parish Council agreed that it would be difficult to make an exception for one 
organisation and not another. However, it was suggested that the shops in 
Cubbington might well be prepared to display the posters. 
 
Councillor Cox reported that information had been obtained regarding lockable 
notice boards and suggested that during the next financial year one should be 
installed on an experimental basis. Consideration could then be given to 
replacing the existing noticeboards elsewhere  

 

RESOLVED that  
 
(1) the decision to refuse the request from Slimming 

World be confirmed; and 
 
(2) a lockable replacement noticeboard be installed 

outside the Costcutters shop in the village centre. 

 

101. PLANNING MATTERS 
 

  (1) Consultation list 
 

The following planning application had been received and the comments as 
shown had been submitted to Warwick District Council by the Clerk under 
delegated authority: 
 
(a) W14/1662 – St. Mary’s Church, Church Hill: single storey side extension 

to the north side of the North Aisle to provide a meeting room, accessible 
WC and kitchenette facility: no objection. 

 

RESOLVED that the report be noted. 
 

  (2) District Council decisions 

 
The following decision was reported for noting:  

 
(a) W14/1442 – land off Pinehurst: erection of two new dwellings 

(amendment to those previously approved on application ref: W/13/0975 - 
overall footprint for both dwellings is the same as those approved. There 
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are minor changes to the external facades and internal layouts with the 
addition of a conservatory to each at the rear): granted. 

 

   RESOLVED that the report be noted. 
 

(3) 61 Queen Street 
 
Notification had been received from the District Council’s Planning Enforcement 
Officer that the owners of 61 Queen Street were appointing contractors in 
December with a view to work starting in January, 2015.  He would monitor the 
situation to ensure progress was maintained. 
 
It was also reported that the highways authority would be attending to the 
barriers outside 61 Queen Street which had been pushed over 
 

RESOLVED that the report be noted. 

 

102.  RECREATION GROUNDS 
 

 (1) Insurance claim 
 
 It was reported that there was no further information regarding the personal 

injury claim which had been referred to at the last meeting.  
 

RESOLVED that the report be noted. 
 

103. FLOODING 
 
 At the invitation of the Chairman, Mr. Reg Smith reported that on 8

th
 December a 

representative of Severn Trent had visited New Street to investigate further the 
drainage problems which occurred during heavy rain. Mr. Smith would be 
contacting him to provide further information regarding the problem. 

 
 It was also reported that damage to the hedge and fence along Mill Lane had not 

been caused during the recent construction of the flood alleviation scheme.  
 

 RESOLVED that the report be noted. 

 

104. HIGH SPEED RAIL LINK 

 
 Councillor Delow reported on the latest information regarding the proposed high 

speed rail line. 
  

A meeting of the management committee of the Cubbington Action Group was 
held on 17th November and they provided information stalls at the both St Mary’s 
Church Christmas Fayre on 6th December and the Victorian evening on 7th 
December.  
 
On 1st December Councillor Delow attended a session of the HS2 Select 
Committee as a public observer. This was intended to be a familiarisation visit in 
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preparation for the Cubbington appearances before the Committee which were 
due to take place in the second half of January 2015. Promoter’s Response 
Documents (PRDs), which were required to be sent to every petitioner against 
the HS2 hybrid Bill at least four weeks prior to attending the Select Committee 
hearing, were received by petitioners in this parish in the week commencing 10th 
November.  
 
There had been no meetings of the AGAHST Central Midlands Group in the 
period since the November meeting of the Parish Council and no date had been 
advised for the next meeting. 

 
On 25th November the appeal by Hillingdon London Borough Council and the 
HS2 Action Alliance against the High Court ruling on the judicial review of the 
issue of safeguarding directions for HS2 Phase 1 was heard in the Court of 
Appeal. 
 
On 28th November the Fabian Society published its report ‘More Than 
Passengers’. This proposed a more decentralised approach to the planning of 
transport projects and cited HS2 as an example of the “central government 
knows best” approach. The research behind this report was part-funded by 
AGAHST.  
 
The House of Lords Economic Affairs Committee had continued to hold oral 
evidence sessions for its inquiry into the economic case for HS2. Witnesses had 
included an expert on the development of high-speed rail in France, 
representatives of councils and business in northern England, Transport for 
London, train operating companies, the Transport Secretary and the HS2 Growth 
Task Force. 
 
Following a short recess in November, the HS2 Select Committee resumed 
public petition hearings on 17th November. Petitions from Balsall Common and 
Berkswell were now being held. 
 
By 3rd December 60 petitions had been heard over 41 sessions and a further 62 
petitions had been scheduled to appear before the Committee but were not 
heard, either being withdraw, or deferred pending ongoing negotiations or design 
changes. These withdrawals resulted in 26 sessions scheduled for the 
Committee to sit being cancelled. A further 24 petitions were scheduled to be 
heard this week.  
 
On 2nd December Members of the Select Committee visited the HS1 route. 
 
Councillor Delow reported on the estimated fees which would be payable to the 
barrister and Sharpe Pritchard regarding the petitioning appearance before the 
Select Committee. It was estimated that the total cost would be £6500 which 
would be shared between the five local petitioning parties. 

 

   RESOLVED that the report be noted. 
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105. VILLAGE HALL 
 

It was reported that the Finance Working Party had met to discuss the budget for 
2015/16 and would be recommending that provision of £7000 should be included 
on a recurring basis in future years to help fund repairs and improvements to the 
Village Hall. 
 
Councillor Mrs. Higham, as Chairman of the Village Hall Trust, reported that a 
grant had been received from the Cubbington Freeholders for the roof repairs 
and the source of another possible grant was being pursued. Mr. O’Donnell and 
Mr. Smith had installed the double glazing and new taps.  
 
Reference was also made to wire which could have formed part of a previous 
fence on the Village Hall boundary with a property in Broadway. It was 
suggested that the resident of the property should be contacted regarding the 
ownership of the fence. 
 
It was reported that an area of grass on the verge of the car park required 
attention possibly by replacing the grass with gravel. The Parish Council agreed 
to raise no objection to this proposal. 
 
Reference was also made to the need to lock the car park entrance gate when 
the Village Hall was not in use to prevent unauthorised use of the car park. 
 

RESOLVED that the report be noted and that the key 
holder be requested to lock the car park gate when the 
Village Hall was not in use. 

  

106.  FINANCE 

 

(1) Bank balances 

 
The Parish Council’s credit balances on 1

st
 December 2014 were 

 

     Account 
 

           £  
     Community (Current) Account 

 
2         175.21  

     Business Money Manager Account   
 

       35635.84  
     Money Market Account              

 
       21229.29  

     Total 
 

       57040.34 

 

   RESOLVED that the report be noted. 

 

 (2) Accounts to be paid 
                                                                                           £ 
(a) Clerk of the Parish Council  
      - salary and expenses – November 2014 
      - postages      £56.65 

        - envelopes      £  2.55  59.20 
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           (b) Mr. D.R. Moorcroft       
       - repairs to village hall car park   £    58.00 
                 - repairs to goal mouth     £    73.00 
       - repairs to play equipment re. RoSPA report £    49.00 
       - provision of play bark     £    52.00 
       - cutting perimeters      £1970.00    2202.00 
 

(c) Society of Local Council Clerks – 2015 subscription         131.00 
 
(d) Warwick District Council – printing       22.75 
 
(e) TW Printing and Copying Ltd. – printing      30.00 
 

   RESOLVED that payment of the accounts be approved.  
 

107. COMMUNITY PAVILION 
 

On behalf of the Pavilion Working Party, Councillor Cox reported on the 
completion of the repairs to the Community Pavilion. 
 
Councillor Cox referred to the discussion which had taken place at the meeting 
on 11

th
 March 2014 regarding the work which was required and the costs 

involved. The quotes for the work had been agreed on the understanding that 
additional work might be required. It had subsequently been agreed to carry out 
some additional preventative work to help protect the building into the future. 
 
Grants towards the cost of the works had been received from the Rural East 
Community Forum and the Cubbington Feeholders totaling £5000 and an 
insurance payment of £12000 had also been received. As a result, the balance 
of the costs which the Parish Council would have to meet was £8687. 
 
An invoice of £2750 (excl. VAT) was now payable to the building surveyor, Mr. 
Brett Adams, and a payment was due to the contractors, P.J. Read Building 
Services Ltd. A 5% discount had been agreed and part of the costs would be 
paid by the Community Pavilion Committee. The final adjusted invoice from P.J. 
Read had not yet been received but was anticipated to be £22,937.06 (excl. 
VAT). Any variance from this sum would be examined by the Working Party. 
 
In conclusion, the Chairman thanked the members of the Working Party for the 
work carried out to ensure that the pavilion was returned to a sound condition 
and for protecting the financial interests of the community. The Chairman also 
thanked Mr. Brett Adams for his involvement and expertise during the period of 
the repairs. 
 

RESOLVED that  
 

   (1)  the payment of £2750 (excl. VAT) to Mr. Adams be 
approved; 
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 (2) the payment of £22,937.06 (excl. VAT) to P.J. Read 
Building Services Ltd. be approved and that the 
Pavilion Working Party be authorised to agree any 
necessary and valid variation; and 

 
 (3) the Pavilion Working Party and Mr. Adams be thanked 

for the work that they had carried out during the 
repairs project. 

 
  
 

   
  

 

CHAIRMAN 

13
th

 January 2015 
 
 


