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ENCLOSURE A 
 

CUBBINGTON PARISH COUNCIL  
 

Minutes of the Meeting held on Tuesday, 8
th
 December 2015 at the Village Hall, 

Broadway at 7.30 pm. 

 

PRESENT: Councillors Mrs. T. Saul (Chairman), Miss M. Cashmore, Miss H. Chapman, 
D. Cox, S. Ginn, P. Delow, A. Gregory, P. Johnson, Mrs. C. Marrow and D. Saul 
 
Also in attendance: Councillor Harrington 
  

81. MINUTES  

  
The Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 10

th
 November 2015, having 

been printed and circulated, were taken as read and signed by the Chairman as 
a correct record. 

 

82. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

 
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Mrs. A. Higham and Mrs. 
Mitchell, and Councillors Cain, Redford, Mrs. Redford and Mrs. Stevens. 

 

83. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
 
 (1) The Chairman that on 13

th
 November 2015 she had attended with 

Councillor Saul and the Clerk a supper hosted by the Chairman of 
Warwick District Council for the Chairmen and Clerks of parish councils. 

 
 (2) Also, on 5

th
 December the Chairman had attended the Christmas fayre 

organised by St. Mary’s Church. This had been held in the Village Hall 
and the recently extended committee room had been in use. This was 
now an excellent addition to the building and the Chairman congratulated 
all those who had been involved in the project. 

  
 (3) The Chairman reported with much regret that the husband of Councillor 

Mrs. Higham had died the previous evening. The Parish Council 
expressed their condolences to Councillor Mrs. Higham for her sad loss. 

 
 (4) The Chairman invited suggestions for the items for inclusion in the next 

edition of the Parish News which would be published in February. The 
Housing Needs questionnaire would be circulated with the Parish News 
together with a questionnaire regarding the proposal to replace the play 
equipment in the recreation ground. The information gathered would then 
be used as part of applications for grant funding. 

 
 (5) The Chairman referred to the Civic Service which would be held on 10

th
 

December and the Christmas fayre being held in the village centre on 13
th
 

December.  
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 (6) The Chairman reported that she had received a letter from the Clerk to 
the Parish Council indicating that reluctantly he had decided to retire. The 
Clerk was thanked for the support he had provided to the Parish Council 
over the past twenty five years. 

 

84. POLICING 
 

The Chairman reported on policing information relating to the parish which had 
been received since the last meeting. This included a report that the Parish 
Council noticeboard at the junction of Broadway and Rugby Road had been 
damaged. 
 
Sergeant Dave Kettle had been promoted to become Inspector based in 
Bedworth and had been replaced by Sergeant Chris Kitson. 
 
Following the recent Rural East Community Forum meeting road safety 
information was being supplied to parents of children attending Our Lady and St. 
Teresa’s R.C. Primary School. 
 

RESOLVED that the reports be noted. 
 

85. HIGHWAYS MATTERS 

 

 (1) Rugby Road car park 

 
Further to the discussion at the last meeting regarding the condition of the car 
park outside the shops in Rugby Road, Councillor Miss Chapman reported that 
some of the potholes outside the fish and chips shop in Rugby Road had been 
filled. Little progress had been made in repairing the area outside the Bargain 
Booze shop and Councillor Cox commented that he would contact the owner to 
discuss the matter. 
 

RESOLVED that the reports be noted. 
 

(2) Pavements in the Cubbington Ward 

 

At the request of Councillor Ginn, following the receipt of complaints from local 
residents, the Parish Council discussed the policy of the County Council in 
respect of the maintenance of pavements in the Parish Council’s Cubbington 
Ward. 
 
Councillor Saul advised that every six months the highways authority inspected 
the condition of pavements and acted upon reports received regarding repairs 
that were required. The budget that was available for maintenance work was 
now very limited and work had to be assessed to determine its priority. Any 
pavements which required attention should be reported to the County Council 
and Councillor Redford. A separate budget was available for repairing potholes. 
 

RESOLVED that the advice be noted. 
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(3)  Price Road 
 
The Chairman reported that problems with the road surface in Price Road had 
been reported to the highways authority for attention. 
 

RESOLVED that the report be noted. 
 

 (4)  Refuse   
 

The Chairman referred to problems that had arisen regarding the collection of 
refuse and waste material being blown off collection vehicles. 
 
Councillor Harrington commented that the District Council were aware of the 
problems and, if necessary, penalty notices would be issued to the contractor. 
 

RESOLVED that the report be noted. 

 

  (5) Glass 
 
  The Chairman reported that recently some glass had been broken in the bus 

shelter in High Street. In the absence of Mr. Moorcroft, the matter had been 
referred to the District Council for attention. 

 

     RESOLVED that the report be noted. 
 

  (6) Noticeboard 
 
  Councillor Johnson reported that he had been requested to place on the 

noticeboard in Queen Street a notice to advertise a local fitness club. 
 

 RESOLVED that the request be refused as it contravened 
the policy of not permitting the display of notices advertising 
profit earning activities. 

 

86.  PLANNING MATTERS 
 

(1) Consultation list 
 

The following planning application had been received and the comments as 
shown had been submitted to Warwick District Council by the Clerk under 
delegated authority: 
 
(a) W15/1795 – 92 Kelvin Road: single storey side and rear extension: no 

objection. 
 

RESOLVED that the report be noted. 
 

  (2) District Council decisions 

 
The following decisions were reported for noting:  
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(a) W15/1158 – Ham Barn, Welsh Road: replacement roof to existing garage 

to replace existing failing roof: granted. 
 
(b) W15/1094 – 18 Pinehurst: two storey rear extension and garage 

conversion at 18 Pinehurst: granted. 
 
(c) W15/1022 – Rugby Tavern, 43 Rugby Road: demolition of outbuilding 

and erection of a convenience store (Use Class A1) with ATM and 
provision of new car parking area to rear of public house: granted. 

 
(d) W15/1338 – Rugby Tavern, 43 Rugby Road: installation of plant 

equipment for Sainsbury's Supermarkets Limited: granted. 
 
(e) W15/1339 – Rugby Tavern, 43 Rugby Road: Advertisement Consent 

granted for two internally illuminated fascia signs and one internally 
illuminated double sided totem sign (3.5 metres high) together with 
directional freestanding signs: granted. 

 
 (f) W15/1164 – 31 High Street: side extension with pitched roofline: granted. 
 

(g) W15/1725 – 12 The Grange: single storey front and side extension: 
granted. 

 

RESOLVED that the report be noted. 

 

87.  RECREATION GROUNDS 
 

 (1) Play equipment in the recreation ground 
 

Councillor Mrs. Marrow reported on progress that she and Councillor Miss 
Chapman had made since the last meeting regarding the proposal to install new 
play equipment in the area of the recreation ground near to the village hall. 
 
Four play equipment suppliers had been approached with the same brief and 
meetings had been held with their representatives. The advice which had been 
received was that fencing was not advisable for play areas designed for older 
children and each item of equipment should be installed with its own safety 
surface. Councillor Mrs. Marrow would circulate information regarding fencing 
issues to Parish Councillors. 
 
In order to help reduce the problems of nuisance caused by dogs, it was 
recommended that routes for dog walking should be shown. 
 
The life expectancy of the new equipment was between 15 and 20 years and the 
suppliers recommended that it should be of steel construction rather than timber 
and that noise caused when the equipment was in use should be assessed to 
help reduce potential nuisance to nearby residents.  
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The tarmac which existed on the ground where the equipment was to be 
installed could remain as this would help to avoid additional costs of reinstating 
the ground if the tarmac were removed. 
 
The suppliers had provided indicative costs of suitable equipment which would 
total between £45,000 and £50,000, including the provision of safety surfacing. 
  
Councillor Miss Chapman reported that she had been investigating the 
availability of grants but had discovered that many sources did not yet have 
information regarding their funding budget for 2016/17. However, as part of the 
process for applying for grants, it would be necessary to provide evidence of 
demand. Councillor Miss Chapman had, therefore, drafted a questionnaire for 
residents which could be circulated with the Parish News. The questionnaire was 
then considered and agreed. 
 
Following discussion, Councillors Mrs. Marrow and Miss Chapman were thanked 
sincerely by the Parish Council for the detailed work they had carried out. 

 

RESOLVED that the reports be noted and that funding to 
be provided by the Parish Council for the project be 
considered at the next meeting as part of the estimates for 
201/17.  

 

 (2) Grass cutting 
 

The seven year contract with OCS Group UK Ltd. for cutting the grass in the 
recreation grounds had now expired and they had offered a new three year 
contract at a cost of £110.50 (excl. VAT) per visit; there would be 16 visits over a 
period of 8 months and the total cost would therefore be £1768. This compared 
to a cost of £193.98 per month (totalling £1551.84) under the previous contract. 
The overall increase in the cost under the new contract would be £216.16. 

 

   RESOLVED that the quote be accepted. 

 

 (3) Ditch to the rear of 17 Boddington Close 
 

At the request of Councillor Ginn, consideration was given to a complaint from a 
resident regarding the maintenance of the ditch at the rear of 17 Boddington 
Close. It was pointed out that the ditches were maintained by Mr. Moorcroft who 
would be carrying out the work early in the New Year. 

  

RESOLVED that the report be noted and that Mr. Moorcroft 
be requested to contact Councillor Ginn regarding the ditch 
at the rear of 17 Boddington Close. 

 

 (4) Austen Court plays area 

 
Councillor Mrs. Marrow reported that an area of the play surface in the Austen 
Court play area required attention and the Parish Council were advised that this 
matter had been referred to Mr. Moorcroft for attention. 
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RESOLVED that the report be noted. 

 

88. HOUSING NEEDS SURVEY 

 
 The Parish Council considered the proposed letter and questionnaire to be used 

for the Housing Needs Survey in the parish. 
 

It was suggested that a paragraph should be added to the letter to explain why it 
had not been possible to implement the actions that were being proposed as a 
result of the 2009 survey. There were residents who would recall that survey and 
who might question why another one was being carried out when it seemed that 
no action had been taken following the 2009 survey. Also, it was suggested that 
the letter should explain that any additional housing that was built in Cubbington, 
probably as a result of the new Local Plan, would include some affordable 
housing. This might help to give some encouragement to those who had hoped 
that some suitable properties might have become available following the 2009 
survey. 

 

RESOLVED that the letter and questionnaire be agreed 
subject to the addition of the comments discussed. 

 

89. FLOODING 

 
 At the invitation of the Chairman, Mr. Malcolm Storer referred to a blockage in 

the sewer in Ladycroft on 22
nd

 November which had been cleared by Severn 
Trent. 

 
 On the day of the meeting, the storm drain in New Street had become blocked 

and had been investigated by Severn Trent. The blockage had been cleared and 
a camera would be placed into the drain the following day. Severn Trent would 
investigate the cause of the blockage so that the assistance of local residents 
and businesses could be requested to help avoid a similar problem occurring in 
the future. It was agreed that the matter should be reported in the next edition of 
the Parish News. 

 

RESOLVED that the report be noted. 
 

90. HIGH SPEED RAIL LINK 
 
 Councillor Delow reported on the latest information regarding the proposed high 

speed rail line. 
 

The Cubbington Action Group were present at the St Mary’s Christmas Fayre at 
the Village Hall and would provide a stall for the Cubbington Christmas event on 
13

th
 December. 

 
On 5th December the Birmingham Fabians gave a presentation on an alternative 
proposal to HS2, entitled High Speed UK (HSUK), and on 10th November the 
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HS2 Independent Design Panel was launched to support HS2 with the design 
principles for its work. 
 
Petitioning against HS2 Additional Provision 4 closed on 13th November with 
278 new petitions being lodged against the hybrid Bill. On 2nd December the 
documents for Additional Provision 5 were published; the petitioning period for 
this latest AP would close on 8th January 2016. An associated Supplementary 
Environmental Statement 4 was issued at the same time with a consultation 
period on this document ending on 22nd January 2016. No changes had been 
made that affected Cubbington. 
 
On 14th November a TGV train on a test run as part of the commissioning of the 
new Paris to Strasburg line had derailed causing eleven fatalities. This accident 
had been reported to be the result of excessive speed. 
 
On 12th November HS2 Ltd had published details of requests that had been 
received under the Freedom of Information Act and Environmental Information 
Regulations between June 2014 and September 2015. On 26th November the 
Parliamentary and Health Service Ombudsman had published a report which 
was critical of the way that HS2 Ltd had responded to residents of the hamlet of 
Flats Grave Lane and Knox Lane in Staffordshire. 
 
On 17th November the Guardian newspaper had published an article describing 
a walk along the Phase 1 route by its journalist, Patrick Barkham. This had 
mentioned the Cubbington veteran pear tree, South Cubbington Wood and the 
effects of HS2 on the business of the local falconer, Mr. Bob Edwards. 
 
The Chancellor’s Autumn Statement on 25th November made provision for a 
50% increase in transport capital spending to £61bn which the Chancellor had 
stated would allow the construction of HS2 to begin. The documentation issued 
in support of the statement also had also stated that there was an increase in the 
HS2 budget to £55.7bn. Confirmation had been given that the devolved 
administrations of Scotland and Northern Ireland would receive £5.49bn and 
f£1.89bn respectively as compensation for HS2. The Government had previously 
stated that Scotland would not receive any compensation as it would benefit 
from reduced journey times once HS2 was operational.  

 
On 30th November the Government had published a command paper (Cm9157) 
entitled ‘High Speed two: East and West the next steps to Crewe and beyond’ 
which confirmed that the building of the West Midlands to Crewe section of HS2 
would be brought forward, designated as Phase 2a., and that plans to connect 
by rail to HS1 had been dropped in favour of improved pedestrian links between 
Euston and St. Pancras stations.  
 
The following had also been published that same day, (a) a consultation 
document for a compensation and assistance package for Phase 2a, (b) the first 
annual report on expenditure on preparation work in fulfilment of the 
requirements of the High Speed Rail (Preparation) Act 2013, covering the period 
from 21st November 2013 to 31st March 2015; this indicated that, despite some 
overspend on property purchases, expenditure was broadly within budget 
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overall; and (c) a report by Sir David Higgins on the redevelopment of Leeds 
station that concluded that the Leeds terminal for HS2 should be provided by an 
extension to the existing Leeds station rather than building a new station at New 
Lane as had been originally proposed.  

 
On 1st December HS2 Ltd published a report prepared for the HS2 Select 
Committee on the performance of the Need to Sell compensation scheme.  
 
Since the last Parish Council meeting the HS2 Select Committee had held public 
sessions on 14 days and had completed hearing petitions from the Chilterns 
AONB and had now moved to the area around Euston Station.  
 

 Councillor Delow reported that a request had been received from Weston under 
Wetherley Parish Council for the Parish Council to support the submission of a 
joint bid to the Transformation Fund operated by Warwickshire County Council 
for a grant towards the cost of a footpath/cycleway between Weston and 
Cubbington. 

 
With regards to the proposed footpath itself, the Parish Council had some 
concerns regarding possible safety issues for walkers using the diverted footpath 
W130b if the track was also used by cyclists. Also, it was questioned whether the 
proposed foothpath/cycleway could be constructed before Rugby Road was 
realigned. If it was built before HS2 construction began it would then probably 
have to be rebuilt. Also, it was thought unlikely that planning permission could be 
obtained as the path would have to be constructed on land which was 
safeguarded. Consequently, it was thought unlikely that work on the 
footpath/cycleway could begin before 2022 at the earliest and probably later than 
that as the Rugby Road bridge over the HS2 line would have to be completed 
first. It was understood that grants from the Transformation Fund had to be spent 
within two years of being approved and therefore the Parish Council felt that it 
would be premature to apply for a grant at this time. 

 
The Parish Council stressed, however, that they were keen to continue to work 
closely with Weston Parish Council on HS2 issues and hoped that they would 
understand the views which had been made on this issue. 

  

RESOLVED that the report be noted. 
 

91.  FINANCE 

 

(1) Bank balances 

 
The Parish Council’s credit balances on 1

st
 December 2015 were 

 

     Account 
 

           £  
     Community (Current) Account 

 
2         200.21  

     Business Money Manager Account   
 

       52493.01  
     Money Market Account              

 
         1254.85  

     Total 
 

       53948.07 
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RESOLVED that the report be noted. 
 

(2) Accounts to be paid 
                                                                                                £ 
(a) Clerk of the Parish Council  

                 - salary and expenses – November 2015  
      - laptop Norton 360 anti-virus annual fee    £   64.99 
      - paper and envelopes       £     4.60   
      - stamps         £   72.50     142.09 

             
(b)  Mr. D.R. Moorcroft 
       - fitting new noticeboard in Queen Street    £    68.00 
       - cutting perimeters       £1970.00 
       - cutting grass at Village Hall      £  726.00   2764.00 
 
(c) Society of Local Council Clerks – 2016 subscription         131.00 
 
(d) XL Displays – supply of additional keys for noticeboard              10.20 
                 (incl. VAT) 
 
(e) TW Printing and Copying – printing       30.00 
 

RESOLVED that payments of the accounts be approved. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

CHAIRMAN 

12th January 2016 
 

 
 


