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ENCLOSURE A 
 

CUBBINGTON PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the Meeting held on Tuesday, 9
th
 February 2016 at the Village Hall, 

Broadway at 7.30 pm. 

 

PRESENT: Councillors Mrs. T. Saul (Chairman), Miss M. Cashmore, Miss H. Chapman, 
D. Cox, P. Delow, A. Gregory, Mrs. A. Higham, P. Johnson, Mrs. C. Marrow and D. Saul 
 
Also in attendance: Councillor M. Doody, Chairman, Warwick District Council, and 
Councillors Harrington, Redford, and Mrs. Stevens 
  

107. MINUTES  

  
The Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 12

th
 January 2016, having 

been printed and circulated, were taken as read and signed by the Chairman as 
a correct record. 

 

108. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

 
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Ginn, Mrs. Mitchell and 
Cain. 
 

109. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND GRANT OF DISPENSATIONS 

 
Councillors Delow, Mrs. Higham and Saul declared personal interests in agenda 
item 12 – Village Hall as members of the Village Hall Trust. 

 

110. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 

 
(1) The Chairman welcomed to the meeting the Chairman of Warwick District 

Council, Councillor Michael Doody. 
 
 (2) The Chairman reported that she and the Clerk had visited the Fox at 

Loxley to discuss the arrangements for the Annual Dinner. On 31
st
 

January 2016 they had also attended the Civic Service of the Mayor of 
Royal Leamington Spa. 

 
 (3) The Chairman referred to the meetings of the Warwick Area Committee of 

the Warwickshire Association of Local Councils, and the Rural East 
Community Council which would be held on 10

th
 February and hoped they 

would be well supported. 
 

(4) The Chairman referred to the the veteran pear tree which, as winner of 
the 2015 England’s Tree of the Year, had now been entered for the 
European Tree of the Year 2016 award, and encouraged everyone to vote 
in support of the tree. 

 
(5) Three applications had been received for the position of Clerk and 
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Responsible Finance Officer for the Parish Council and interviews would 
be held on 25

th
 February. 

 
 (6) The Chairman invited suggestions for the items for inclusion in the next 

edition of the Parish News and it was agreed that these should include 
invitations to sponsor the planters, problems of dog fouling, the tidying of 
litter, and the need to report problems with the local bus service when 
they occur. 

 
 (7) The Chairman advised that the Parish Council meeting on 8

th
 March 

would be followed by the Annual Meeting of the Cubbington Freeholders 
and the Annual Parish Meeting. 

 

111. POLICING 
 

The Chairman welcomed PCSO Ed King together with PC Wendy Burrows and 
PCSO Sharron Underwood of the Warwick Rural East Safer Neighbourhood 
Team. 
 
PCSO King reported on policing issues that had arisen recently. On 2

nd
 January 

a garage at the rear of properties in Rugby Road had been forcibly entered and 
a sofa and a wooden plant pot stand had been stolen. On 4

th
 January tyres had 

been damaged on a car parked outside a property on Stonehouse Close. On 
24

th
 January a property in Boddington Close had been burgled access to which 

had been gained by climbing over a rear fence. 
 
At the Rural Community Forum meeting held in October 2015 a priority task for 
the local SNT was to conduct a minimum of ten school safety foot patrols outside 
Our Lady and St. Teresa’s Primary School during school drop-off and pick-up 
times, concentrating on inconsiderate and dangerous parking and other road 
related offences. In November 2015 the Team had provided the school with 
parking advice to be included in the school newsletter for the attention of parents 
and carers. 
 
Between October 2015 and February 2016 the Team had conducted eleven 
school safety patrols outside the school and three verbal warnings had been 
given for obstructive parking, eight motorists had been given advice regarding 
obstructive parking, three warning notices had been issued to vehicles causing 
an obstruction, and three traffic offence reports had been submitted due to 
obstructive parking. 
 

RESOLVED that the report be noted. 
 

112. HIGHWAYS MATTERS 

 

 (1) Planters 
 

Consideration was given to a quote from Baginton Nurseries Ltd. for summer 
planting of £556.05 (£494.50 in 2015). 
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The Parish Council also considered a proposal that sponsorship should be 
obtained to help finance the cost of providing and maintaining plants. It was 
agreed that the costs of providing and maintaining the plants should be 
circulated for information to all Parish Councils so that the level of sponsorship 
required to cover costs could be discussed at the next meeting. 
 

RESOLVED that the matter be considered further at the 
next meeting. 

 

 (2) Bus service no. 68 
 

Concerns were raised regarding incidents which had occurred over the past 
three months where the 9.20 am and 9.50 am bus service no.68 from 
Cubbington had failed to arrive on a number of occasions. This had caused 
considerable inconvenience and one resident had received a warning due to 
their late arrival for work. 

 
In the past this type of incident had arisen on an isolated basis but recently the 
non-arrival of the service had been occurring more regularly. Residents were 
now wary of relying on the service due to its increasingly unreliable reputation. 

 
Councillors Harrington, Mrs. Stevens and Redford agreed to investigate the 
situation with Stagecoach and it was agreed that the comments received should 
be published in the Parish News. 
 

RESOLVED that the problems be referred to Stagecoach 
Ltd. for comment. 
 

 (3) Waste bins 
 

It was reported that the waste bin by the bus stop in Queen Street had been 
damaged and was a hazard to pedestrians. The District Council was due to 
replace the bins in the village during February and Councillor Harrington agreed 
to investigate the progress being made. 
 

RESOLVED that the matter be investigated with the District 
Council. 
 

 (4) Rugby Road 
 

Councillor Mrs. Marrow reported that another accident had occurred at the 
junction with Rugby Road and Windmill Hill and that the fallen tree on the verge 
in Kenilworth Road had still not been removed. 
 
It was suggested that an improved warning sign should be erected in Kenilworth 
Road on the approach to the junction with Rugby Road and Councillor Redford 
agreed to investigate this with the highways authority. 
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RESOLVED that improving the signage in Kenilworth Road 
be referred to the highways authority for consideration. 

 

113. PLANNING MATTERS 
 

(1) Consultation list 
 

The following planning applications had been received and the comments as 
shown had been submitted to Warwick District Council by the Clerk under 
delegated authority: 
 
(a) W16/0013 – 48a High View Road: single storey rear extension: no 

objection. 
 
(b) W16/0076 – 79 Stirling Avenue: single storey extension with pitched roof 

over to the rear of the dwelling to form an enlarged kitchen/dining room: 
materials are to match existing: no objection. 

 

RESOLVED that the report be noted. 
 

  (2) District Council decisions 

 
The following decisions were reported for noting:  

 
(a) W15/1978 – 20 Boddington Close: single storey side extension to provide 

lounge and utility: granted. 
 
(b) W15/2023 – 7 Willow Sheets Meadow: single storey rear / side extension: 

granted. 
 

RESOLVED that the report be noted. 
 

(3) Planning application W/16/0160 AG: North Cubbington Wood, Rugby 

Road 

 
Reference was made to the planning application for the provision of two 
buildings in North Cubbington Wood. It was noted that the Wood was privately 
owned but had special status as it was ancient woodland. Issues to be 
considered included whether there would be benefits to the public, potential 
increased noise, traffic and employment opportunities. 
 
The details would be circulated to all Parish Councillors under the consultation 
process together with comments received from the Warwickshire Wildlife Trust 
and a neighbouring resident. 
 

RESOLVED that the details be circulated for comment. 
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114.  RECREATION GROUNDS 
 

 (1) Play equipment in the recreation ground 
 

Further consideration was given to the proposed installation of new play 
equipment in the recreation ground. 
 
Councillor Miss Chapman reported that completed questionnaires had been 
obtained through Cubbington C.E. Primary School and that she would circulate 
the comments received to Parish Councillors. 
 

RESOLVED that the report be noted. 
 

 (2) Rugby Road play area 

 
It was reported that the District Council had circulated a questionnaire to 
residents in the vicinity of the play area in Rugby Road at the Parish Council 
boundary regarding proposals to carry out improvements to the play equipment. 
A public consultation meeting would also be held on 23

rd
 February. 

 
Open Space Audits had been carried out for play areas in the district and it was 
suggested that the District Council could be requested to undertake an audit of 
the two recreation areas in the parish. 
 

RESOLVED that the matter be considered further at the 
next meeting. 

 

(3) Play equipment 
 
It was reported that the children’s seats in the recreation ground had been 
cleaned. 
 

   RESOLVED that the report be noted. 
 

(4) Hedge cutting 
 
The Chairman reported that she had received comments from a resident in 
Boddington Close regarding the condition of the hedge and ditch along the 
boundary of the recreation ground. Mr. Moorcroft would be cutting the hedge and 
clearing the ditch but, due to the wet weather, the condition of the ground was at 
present too soft to allow the use of the heavy equipment involved. 
 
Reference was also made to the agreed replacement of the fence and hedge 
planting in the Austen Court play area but which still had not been carried out. 
 

RESOLVED that the issues be discussed with Mr. 
Moorcroft. 
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115. PARISH COUNCIL WORKING PARTIES 
 
 Further to the discussion at the last meeting, consideration was given to the 

progress of the working parties appointed to collect litter and clean road signs. It 
was reported that Councillors Miss Cashmoor, Delow and Mrs. Marrow would be 
meeting on 17

th
 February to collect litter and that Councillor Saul was in the 

process of cleaning road signs in the village. 
 
 Consideration was also given to the Terms of Reference of the Finance 

Committee. 
 

RESOLVED that the report be noted and that the Terms of 
Reference for the Finance Committee, as set out in 
Appendix A, be agreed. 

 

116. FLOODING 
 
 The Chairman referred to work which Severn Trent Ltd. was carrying out in 

Rugby Road. This was continuing but recently Rugby Road and the allotments 
had been flooded. The problem had been drawn to the attention of Severn Trent 
and the highways authority had cleared the drains. The situation would need to 
be monitored to ensure that the problem did not recur. 

 

    RESOLVED that the report be noted. 
 

117. HIGH SPEED RAIL LINK 
 
 Councillor Delow reported on the latest information regarding the proposed high 

speed rail line. 
 

On-line voting for the European Tree of the Year competition, in which the 
Cubbington veteran pear tree was entered, opened on 1st February and would 
close on 29th February.  
 
On 20th January the Public Administration and Constitutional Affairs Committee 
announced that it was holding an inquiry to follow up on the Parliamentary and 
Health Service Ombudsman’s November 2015 report on a complaint made 
against HS2 Ltd by a member of the public. The Public Accounts Committee 
announced the publication of its report “The Sale of Eurostar”, in which it 
criticised the Department for Transport for delaying its own report on the 
economic impact and regeneration benefits for HS1 by two years.  

 
On 2nd February the Department for Transport published the response by the 
Secretary of State for Transport to the HS2 Select Committee’s first special 
report of Session 2015-16. The Committee’s report reviewed the first eleven 
months of operation of the Phase 1 Need to Sell compensation scheme. 
 
On 3rd February the HS2 Ecology Technical Group, an expert independent 
group of non-governmental organisations, local authorities and statutory bodies, 
published its report “Assessment and review of the HS2 Ltd approach to the 
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natural environment including recommendations for Phase 2”. This identified 
weaknesses in the approach adopted by HS2 Ltd in its environmental work and 
made recommendations for improvements. 
  
On 4th February the HS2 Residents’ Commissioner published her third report, 
which acknowledged that HS2 Ltd had made some progress in its community 
relations, but identified issues that remained to be resolved and the slow 
progress that had been made in implementing some of the Commissioner’s 
recommendations. 
 
The HS2 Select Committee completed its public hearing of petitions on 4th 
February. Amongst the final petitioners were the Rt Hon Jeremy Wright QC MP, 
Warwickshire County Council and Warwick District Council, the Warwickshire 
Wildlife Trust, the Woodland Trust and the Campaign to Protect Rural England 
(CPRE). It was planned that the Committee’s final report to Parliament would be 
published on 22nd February, or soon after. 
  

 It was understood that the next stage in the House of Commons would be for the 
clauses of the Bill to be considered in Committee, prior to returning to the 
Commons Chamber for Report and Third Reading. 

  

 RESOLVED that Councillor Delow be thanked for his 
informative report. 

 

118. VILLAGE HALL 
 

Further consideration was given to the proposed improvements to the Village 
Hall kitchen and replacement windows. 
 
It was reported that work would begin on 15

th
 February on the kitchen 

improvements, flooring and replacing windows and it was agreed that the funds 
to be provided by the Parish Council should go towards the cost of the kitchen 
and flooring. As the owner of the Village Hall, the Parish Council would place the 
orders for this work and pay the invoices. 
 

    RESOLVED that proposed work be agreed. 
 

119. HM QUEEN’S 90TH BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS 

  
 The Parish Council considered a letter from the Councillor Ken Browse, 

Chairman of the National Association of Local Councils, regarding the possibility 
of celebrating the 90

th
 birthday of HM Queen Elizabeth II. 

 
 The Chairman advised that St. Mary’s Church and the school would participate 

in any celebrations and it was suggested that, if it was agreed that a beacon 
should be lit, it could be located on elevated land owned by the Sir Thomas 
White Charity. 

 

RESOLVED that the matter be discussed further at the next 
meeting. 
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 120.  FINANCE 

 

(1) Bank balances 

 
The Parish Council’s credit balances on 1

st
 February 2016 were 

 

     Account 
 

           £  
     Community (Current) Account 

 
2         200.21  

     Business Money Manager Account   
 

       43877.98  
     Money Market Account              

 
         1256.43  

     Total 
 

       45334.62 

 

    RESOLVED that the report be noted. 

   

(2) Accounts to be paid 
                                                                                                £ 
(a) Clerk of the Parish Council  

                 - salary and expenses – January 2016 
       - Mastercare – reimbursement of laptop maintenance annual 
                   fee (paid in November 2015 but cheque lost in post)  92.00    
                 - envelopes                3.50 
                 - toner cartridge                              9.38   104.88    
    
           (b) Mr. D.R. Moorcroft 
                 - repairs to fence in Austen Court play area               96.00 
                 - pruning trees in recreation ground     255.00 
                 - repainting flower boxes      295.00 
                 - provision of play bark         98.00 
                 - collection of litter         64.00 808.00 

 
(c) The Information Commissioner 
      – Data Protection Act notification fee renewal       35.00 
 

    RESOLVED that payment of the accounts be approved. 
 

 (3) Payment made since the last meeting 
 

(a) Miss H. Chapman – reimbursement of printing costs re. 
     play equipment questionnaire          10.00 
 

    RESOLVED that the payment be ratified. 
 

121. THE CHAIRMAN OF WARWICK DISTRICT COUNCIL 

 
The Chairman of Warwick District Council, Councillor Michael Doody, paid 
tribute to the work being carried out in the parish by the District and County 
Councillors. He also referred to issues in which the District Council was involved 
including necessary revisions to the draft Local Plan and consideration which 
had been given to joining the proposed West Midlands Combined Authority. 
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Councillor Doody also commented that the recent Comprehensive Spending 
Assessment had not been favorable to the District Council but that this could be 
offset by the New Homes Bonus. The District Council’s precept had not been 
increased for eight years but it was necessary to increase this by up to 2% in 
2016/17. 
 

RESOLVED that the comments of the Chairman of the 
District Council be noted. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHAIRMAN 

8
th

 March 2016 
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Appendix A 

CUBBINGTON PARISH COUNCIL 

 

FINANCE COMMITTEE 

 

TERMS OF REFERENCE  

 
The primary objective of the Committee is to assist the Parish Council (“the Council”) in 
overseeing those proper financial management, risks, management strategy, audit, 
policy and treasury matters, including the preparation of the annual budget, delegated 
to it by the Council, and in reviewing and making recommendations on significant/major 
financial transactions and the annual precept to the Council. 
 

1. Membership and Attendance 
 
1.1 At all times, the Committee shall comprise a Chair and four other Councillors. 
 
1.2 The ex-officio member of the Committee shall be the Clerk to the Council as the 

responsible finance officer. 
 
1.3 Replacement members may be elected by the Council periodically, if required, 

following resignation, illness etc. 
 
1.4 At all times, members’ actions will be governed by the Council’s Code of 

Conduct. 
 

2. Secretary 
 
2.1 The Clerk to the Council shall act as the Secretary of the Committee. 
 

3. Quorum 
 
3.1     The quorum necessary for the transaction of business shall be three, one of 

whom must be the Chair of the Committee or as appointed by the Committee in 
the absence of the Chair. 

4. Frequency of Meetings 
 
4.1 The Committee shall meet as least quarterly in each financial year in full session 

to review the Council’s financial activities and at such other times as may be 
required to review other financial matters. 

 
4.2 A meeting of the Committee can be requested by the Chair, and any member of 

the Committee, or the Secretary, if they consider one necessary. 
 

5. Notice of Meeting 
 
5.1 Meetings of the Committee shall be summoned by the Secretary. 
 
5.2 For full meetings, unless otherwise agreed by the Committee, notice of that 

meeting confirming the venue, time and date together with an agenda of items to 
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be discussed and copies of any relevant Committee papers, shall be forwarded 
to each member of the Committee no fewer than five working days prior to the 
date of the meeting. 

 

6. Minutes of Meetings 
 
6.1 The Secretary shall minute the proceedings and resolutions of all meetings of 

the Committee, including recording the names of those present and in 
attendance. (Exceptionally, minutes can be taken by the Chairman or other 
member of the Committee.) 

 
6.2      Minutes of Committee meetings shall be circulated promptly to all members of 

the Committee and shall be considered at the next full Council meeting. 

7. Annual Meeting of the Council 
 
7.1 The Chair of the Committee shall attend the Annual Meeting of the Council and 

shall be prepared to respond to any questions of parishioners on the activities of 
the Committee. 

 

8. Reporting Responsibilities 
 
8.1 On financial matters, the Committee shall make recommendations and reports to 

the Council on a regular basis and, in any event, when such report or 
recommendations are requested by Council members. 

 

9. Other Matters 
 
9.1  The Committee shall oversee any investigation of activities that are within its 

Terms of Reference and shall consider management’s response. 
 
9.2 The Committee should review annually its own performance, constitution and 

Terms of Reference and Financial Regulations to ensure it is operating at 
maximum effectiveness and efficiency, and make recommendations to the 
Council if appropriate. 

 
9.3 The Council should, on a regular basis, review the performance of the 

Committee to ensure that it is operating as at maximum effectiveness and 
efficiency. 

 
 

February 2016 
 


