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CUBBINGTON PARISH COUNCIL  
 

Minutes of the Meeting held on Tuesday, 8
th
 July 2014 at the Village Hall, Broadway at 

7.30 pm. 

 

PRESENT: Councillors Mrs. T. Saul (Chairman), Miss M. Cashmore, D. Cox, P. Delow, 

A. Gregory, P. Johnson, Mrs. A. Higham, Mrs. M. Mitchell, D. Morris, Mrs. C. O’Donnell 

and D. Saul 

 

Also in attendance: Councillors J. Hammon and N. Pratt 

 

 

37. MINUTES  

 

The Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 10
th
 June 2014, having 

been printed and circulated, were taken as read and signed by the Chairman as 

a correct record. 

 

38. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

 

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Kelly and Redford. 

 

39. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND GRANT OF DISPENSATIONS 

 

Councillor Johnson declared a personal interest in agenda item 6(2) Highways 

Matters – Car Park in Coventry Road as the owner of a business using the car 

park. 

 

Councillors Delow, Mrs. Higham, Mrs. O’Donnell and Saul declared personal 

interests in agenda item 12 – Village Hall as members of the Village Hall Trust.  

 

40. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 

 

(1) The Chairman reported that she had attended a seminar at Shire Hall, 

Warwick regarding social inclusion in the District of Warwick. No mention 

was made of the problem existing in Cubbington but the Chairman hoped 

to meet the main speaker at the event to discuss this further. 

 

(2) The Chairman reported that on 22
nd

 June 2014 she had attended the 

Civic Service hosted by the Chairman of Warwick District Council, 

Councillor Mrs. Clare Sawdon. 

 

(3) On 9
th
 July 2014 the Chairman, Vice-Chairman and the Clerk would be 

attending a meeting with representatives of the District Council’s 

Regulatory Committee to discuss the proposed amendments to the Parish 

boundary. 
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(4) On 14
th
 July 2014 the Chairman and Vice-Chairman would be attending a 

seminar organised by the Warwick Association of Local Councils to 

discuss possible methods by which parish councils could work more 

closely with the County Council to assist with providing service which the 

County Council might have to reduce. 

 

(5) The Chairman reported that she had visited the Community Pavilion on a 

number of occasions since the last meeting to inspect the repairs which 

had now been completed. 

 

 (6) The Chairman referred to the Fun Day which had taken place on 6
th
 July 

2014. The event had been very successful and enjoyable and she 

sincerely thanked all those who had been involved in its organisation, 

particularly Councillor David Morris. 

 

41. POLICING 

 

The Chairman summarised policing information relating to the parish which had 

been produced since the last meeting. Particular reference was made to 

properties in Broadway, Hillcrest and Stirling Avenue which had been burgled. 

An anti-social behavior issue had arisen following a parking problem and the 

PCSO had been informed and was investigating.  

 

A meeting of the Rural East Community Forum would be held on 10
th
 July 2014 

and Councillor Gregory invited suggestions regarding policing priorities which 

could be proposed. 

 

RESOLVED that the report be noted. 

 

42. HIGHWAYS MATTERS  

 

 (1) Bus route 

 

 With regards to the request that a bus service should be routed along Leicester 

Lane and Kenilworth Road, no response had yet been received from the 

Commercial Manager for Stagecoach Midlands. However, a request for an 

immediate response had been submitted and would be reported to the next 

meeting. 

 

    RESOLVED that the report be noted. 

 

 (2) Car park in Coventry Road 

 

Consideration was given to a request from the Senior Management Co-ordinator 

of Central Communication Products Ltd., who had recently occupied 19 

Coventry Road, to purchase the car park part opposite their premises as 

additional parking for their business and tenants. 

 

The Parish Council were reminded that many years ago the area had been 
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overgrown and that there was a parking problem along Coventry Road. This was 

causing a hazard and the Parish Council felt that the area should be cleared and 

renovated so that local residents and the nearby businesses could use it for 

parking. Since then, it had proved to be beneficial particularly to businesses 

during the daytime and to residents overnight and at weekends. It had reduced 

the amount of on-street parking and consequently had helped improve the road 

safety issues. 

 

As a result, the Parish Council could not agree to the land being sold. 

 

RESOLVED that Central Communication Products Ltd. be 

informed of the Parish Councils views. 

 

(3)  ‘Cubbington In Bloom’ competition 

 

Councillor Miss Cashmore reported on the proposed arrangements for judging 

the Cubbington In Bloom competition. 

 

It was agreed that Councillor Miss Cashmore should carry out the judging and 

that the prizes should be presented at the meeting on 9
th
 September. Prizes 

would comprise a trophy for the business category and book tokens and medals 

for the children’s competition. 

 

RESOLVED that the proposals be agreed. 

 

 (4) Trees 

 

The Chairman reported that the condition of trees in Price Road and Cross Lane 

had been reported and had received attention. Reference was also made to the 

need to monitor the condition of a tree in Broadway which was touching the 

telephone cable to properties. 

 

It was also reported that concerns had been raised by a resident about damage 

being caused to the boundary wall of his property by the roots of the trees on the 

highway verge along Offchurch Road, near to the junction with Queen Street. 

Arrangements had been made by the highways authority for some of the roots to 

be cut as a precaution. However, by taking this action there was now a view that 

the highways authority had effectively accepted liability for any subsequent 

damage caused to the properties by the roots of the trees. 

 

RESOLVED that the reports be noted and that the 

comments of the highways authority be requested 

regarding the liability for any damaged caused by the trees 

in Offchurch Road. 

 

 (5) Footpath 

 

The Chairman reported that concerns had been expressed to the District Council 

regarding the maintenance of the footpath between Broadway and Church 
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Terrace which had completely overgrown and impassable. Assurances had been 

received that the problem would receive rapid attention but then it had been 

ascertained that the work would not be carried for a number of days. The District 

Council had given an assurance that the maintenance of footpaths would 

receive attention as quickly as possible and would be reviewing the schedule of 

works with a view to avoiding problems in the future. 

 

RESOLVED that the report be noted. 

  

 (6) 83 Rugby Road 

 

It was reported that the unofficial advertising signs in the vicinity of 83 Rugby 

Road had been removed and that a helpful response had been received from 

Warwick District Council regarding the environmental issues arising from the 

business at 83 Rugby Road. 

 

RESOLVED that the report be noted. 

 

(7) The Grange 

 

It was reported that the promised resurfacing of The Grange had taken place. 

 

RESOLVED that the report be noted. 

 

(8) Hillcrest 

 

RESOLVED that the overgrown bush in Hillcrest be 

reported for attention. 

 

(9) Litter bin 

 

RESOLVED that the overfull litter bin near to 43 Queen 

Street be reported for attention. 

 

43.  PLANNING MATTERS 

 

  (1) Consultation list 

 

The following planning applications had been received and the comments as 

shown had been submitted to Warwick District Council by the Clerk under 

delegated authority: 

 

(a) W14/0802 – 35 Offchurch Road: extension to kitchen to the side of the 

property and back of the existing garage: no objection. 

 

(b) W14/0805 – Walsh House, 19 Coventry Road: replacement front 

entrance and warehouse at the rear: no objection. 
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   RESOLVED that the report be noted. 

 

  (2) District Council decisions 

 

The following decisions were reported for noting:  

 

(a) W14/0443 – 15 The Grange: two storey side extension to provide 

garage and utility with en-suite bedroom over: granted. 

 

(b) W14/0452 – 83 Kelvin Road: single storey rear extension: granted. 

 

(c) W14/0527 – land adjacent to 50 Ledbrook Road: erection of a triple 

garage building after demolition of existing triple garage: granted. 

 

(d) W14/0802 – 35 Offchurch Road: single storey side extension, rear of 

the existing garage: granted. 

 

   RESOLVED that the report be noted. 

 

(3) Local Plan 

 

The Parish Council considered a letter from the Sir Thomas White’s Charity 

regarding their decision not to sell land for the proposed affordable housing 

scheme off Coventry Road. This decision had been reached as a result of the 

District Council adjusting the size of the area of land for development under the 

Local Plan proposals. Consequently, the Charity did not believe it was acting in 

the best interests of their beneficiaries in  locating the seven affordable 

properties on the site of one acre but that there was  the opportunity to increase 

the allocation within the larger area identified under the Local Plan proposals. 

The Charity was willing to make the land available for development as soon as 

the allocation had been confirmed and having regards to the needs of the 

allotment holders. 

 

The Parish Council noted the comments but agreed that the decision of the 

Charity to withdraw from the sale of the land was unhelpful to the community. 

Although affordable properties would be provided through the development 

under the proposed Local Plan they would not necessarily be available for those 

who had connections with Cubbington. This would have been the case under the 

Orbit Housing scheme which could not now take place due to the decision of the 

Charity. 

 

Once a planning application had been submitted for the development of the land 

off Coventry Road it would be essential to seek conditions to be imposed with a 

view to ensuring that some of the affordable housing would be reserved for 

occupiers with local connections. The interests of the allotments holders should 

also be protected through conditions to be requested under the planning 

process. 
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RESOLVED that the comments and decision of the Sir 

Thomas White’s Charity be noted with much regret and 

concern. 

 

(4) 61 Queen Street 

 

Reference was made to the scaffolding outside 61 Queen Street and the Parish 

Council were advised that a licence had been obtained for its use. 

 

RESOLVED that the report be noted. 

 

44.  RECREATION GROUNDS 

(1) Planting of shrub 

It was reported that the Village Hall Trust was proposing to plant a small shrub in 

memory of the late Mrs. Queenie Hall. It would be located by the fence between 

the car park and the playing field. 

 

RESOLVED that the proposal be supported. 

  

 (2) Grass cutting 

 

 Reference was made to the grass cutting which was being carried out twice each 

month. Councillor Johnson commented that the youth football team had acquired 

a mower and were proposing to carry out additional cuts of the grass on the 

football pitch. It was pointed out that this work would not be covered by the 

Parish Council’s insurance or that of the Community Pavilion and therefore 

Councillor Johnson agreed to investigate the insurance position to ensure that 

public liability cover was provided prior to any cutting of the grass taking place. 

 

 RESOLVED that the proposal made by Councillor Johnson 

be agreed subject to adequate public liability insurance 

cover being obtained by the football team. 

 

 (3) Village hall car park 

 

 It was suggested that the broken chain link fencing along the right hand 

boundary of the Village Hall car park should be removed. 

 

 RESOLVED that the suggestion be referred to Mr. 

Moorcroft for attention. 

 

45. FLOODING 

 

 It was reported that the construction of the flood alleviation scheme had been 

completed subject to final snagging works being carried out. 
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 An invoice was being issued by the District Council for the £5000 contribution to 

the cost of the scheme by the Parish Council. 

 

    RESOLVED that reports be noted. 

  

46. HIGH SPEED RAIL LINK 

 

 Councillor Delow reported on the latest information regarding the proposed high 

speed rail line. 

 

Councillor Delow referred to the concerns he had raised at the last meeting 

about the issues raised in the petitions which had been submitted by Warwick 

District Council and Warwickshire County Council regarding mitigation 

measures for the South Cubbington Woods. He had subsequently ascertained 

that his concerns were only in relation to the petition from the County Council 

and not the District Council. He apologised to Councillor Hammon for this 

misunderstanding. 

The management committee of the Cubbington Action Group would meet next 

on 17
th
 July and the Group had held a Family Fun Afternoon and information 

event at the Cubbington Methodist Church Hall on 28
th
 June and had provided 

information and merchandising stall and a tombola at the Cubbington Family 

Fun Day on 6
th
 July. 

On 22
th
 June Councillor Delow had attended a meeting of the AGAHST Central 

Midlands Group and a meeting of the AGAHST Chairs on 6
th
 July. 

The Government’s response to the report by House of Commons Environmental 

Audit Committee on its inquiry into HS2 and the environment was published on 

18
th
 June. With one minor concession, the Government rejected all of the points 

made by the Committee. 

The Select Committee that would hear petitions against the hybrid Bill held a 

brief public session on 12
th
 June to announce its provisional programme for July 

and its broad approach to subsequent programming. The Committee began 

hearing evidence on 1
st
 July, opening with presentations by the Government’s 

lead counsel, the Engineering Director of HS2 Ltd and by CPRE on its HS2 

mapping tool. The second week of hearing evidence began on 8
th
 July. 

Of the 1918 petitions against the hybrid Bill that were deposited with the 

Commons Private Bill Office, 24 had been opposed by HS2 Ltd as not having 

locus standi.  

The Select Committee would visit HS2 sites in the Birmingham area and North 

Warwickshire on 15
th
 July.  

On 18
th
 June there was a debate in Westminster Hall, secured by the Rt Hon 

Liam Byrne MP, about the proposal to site the HS2 marshalling yard at 

Washwood Heath in Birmingham, which Mr. Byrne opposed. 

On 26
th
 June new safeguarding maps were published for the Phase 1 route. 

These showed that the safeguarded area extended throughout the parish but did 

not bring any properties within the scope of the express purchase compensation 
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scheme. 

On 3
rd
 July the Chairman of HS2 Ltd. stated that he was seeking the permission 

of the Government to pay up to thirty HS2 Ltd. executives annual salaries that 

exceeded the Prime Minister’s salary of £142,500. This would require the 

personal approval of the Chief Secretary to the Treasury but the Government 

had indicated it would accept the proposal due to the importance of the project. 

On 7
th
July a meeting had been held with the Parliamentary Agents, Sharpe 

Pritchard, to discuss how to present the petitions deposited by the local 

communities to the HS2 Select Committee. 

In conclusion, Councillor Delow reported that HS2 Ltd. had launched its Property 

Consultation 2014 and that comments had to be submitted by 30
th
 September.  

 

 RESOLVED that Councillor Delow be thanked for his 

informative report. 

 

47. NOTICEBOARDS 

 

 Further consideration was given to the possible replacement of the noticeboards 

in the parish. 

 

 Councillor Johnson had been in contact with a number of carpenters about the 

possibility of making new lockable noticeboards but none had been prepared to 

submit quotes. However, Councillor Cox referred to aluminum noticeboards 

which might be suitable and it was agreed that this should be investigated 

further. 

 

 The Parish Council discussed further the requirement that those wishing to 

place posters on the noticeboards should first obtain the permission of the 

Parish Council. It was confirmed that posters from businesses and those wishing 

to make a profit would not be approved for display. 

  

 RESOLVED that Councillors Cox and Johnson be 

requested to investigate the provision of alternative 

noticeboards. 

 

48. VILLAGE HALL 

 

 Consideration was given to a maintenance schedule for the Village Hall. It was 

agreed that estimates for the costs involved should be provided together with a 

timetable of when it was proposed to carry out the work. 

 

 The Parish Council were informed that the Village Hall Committee believed that 

they had insufficient funds to meet the costs of the proposed work and would 

hope to receive support from the Parish Council. Responsibility for who was 

responsible for the maintenance of the Village Hall was also questioned. 
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 RESOLVED that the matter be considered further at the 

next meeting. 

 

49.  FINANCE 

 

(1) Bank balances 

 

The Parish Council’s credit balances on 1
st
 July 2014 were 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     Account 
 

           £  
     Community (Current) Account 

 
2         150.21  

     Business Money Manager Account   
 

       29273.00  
     Money Market Account              

 
       21203.00  

     Total 
 

        50626.21 

 

  RESOLVED that the report be noted. 

 

 (2) Accounts to be paid 

                                                                                           £ 

(a) Clerk of the Parish Council  

                 - Salary and expenses – June 2014 

                 

(b)  Mr. D.R. Moorcroft 

      - repairs to fence at village hall   £  38 

      - repairs to gate at Newfields footpath  £  79 

      - spraying of weeds in car parks   £165 

      - collection of litter     £  39 

      - watering of plants in June 2104   £720 

      - Playing Fields Superintendent’s fee: 

         January to June 2014    £450 

      - Cutting of Austen Court hedge   £  80       1571.00 

      

(c) Inland Revenue – Income Tax and National Insurance   

     re. Clerk: April to June 2014              562.29 

       

(d) Baginton Nurseries Ltd. - supply of plants for poles          547.20 

               (incl. VAT)     

 

(e) Sharpe Pritchard LLP – High Speed Rail petitioning         3080.80 

               (incl. VAT) 

 

(f) OCS Group UK Ltd. – grass cutting April to June 2014  698.33 

               (incl. VAT) 
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(g) Cubbington Village Hall Trust  – fitting of water valve  172.46 

 

(h) Baginton Nurseries – supply of plants for planters   479.34 

                 (incl. VAT) 

 

(i) Warwick District Council – printing       34.36 

                 (incl. VAT) 

 

  RESOLVED that payment of the accounts be approved. 

 

(3) Accounts paid since last meeting 

 

(a) Aon UK Ltd. – Pavilion public liability insurance   295.86 

 

  RESOLVED that the payment be ratified. 

 

 (4)  Budget monitoring  

 

 The Parish Council received the budget monitoring report for the period 1
st
 April 

2013 to 30
th
 June 2014. 

 

  RESOLVED that the report be noted. 

 

50. COMMUNITY PAVILION 

 

 The Chairman reported that the maintenance work at the Community Pavilion 

had been completed subject to routine snagging issues. 

 

  RESOLVED that the report be noted. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHAIRMAN 

9
th

 September 2014 

 

 

 


