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ENCLOSURE A 

CUBBINGTON PARISH COUNCIL  
 

Minutes of the Meeting held on Tuesday, 10
th
 June 2014 at the Village Hall, Broadway 

at 7.30 pm. 

 

PRESENT: Councillors Mrs. T. Saul (Chairman), Miss M. Cashmore, D. Cox, P. Delow, 
A. Gregory, T. Kelly, Mrs. A. Higham, Mrs. M. Mitchell, D. Morris, Mrs. C. O’Donnell and 
D. Saul 
 
Also in attendance: Councillors J. Hammon, N. Pratt and W. Redford. 
 

 

22. MINUTES  

 
The Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council held on 13

th
 May 2014, 

having been printed and circulated, were taken as read and signed by the 
Chairman as a correct record. 

 

23. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

 
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors  

 

24. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND GRANT OF DISPENSATIONS 

 
 No declarations were made. 
 

25. UNDERGROUND COAL GASIFICATION 

 
The Chairman welcomed Councillor Peter Haine of Weston under Wetherley 
Parish Council who was attending to discuss the potential for underground coal 
gasification (UCG) in the area. 
 
Councillor Haine advised that Cluff Energy Resources, who were thought to be 
interested in exploiting the low grade coal field that extended from the east of 
Coventry to Banbury, had said recently that they no longer considered this as 
viable currently and would be investigating offshore possibilities in north east 
England, Cumbria and the Firth of Forth. The economics of gasification was 
likely to have been a major factor in reaching this decision. 
 
UCG remained a method of exploiting the coal seam in the area however and 
the process had been use since the 1930’s. It had taken place in various 
countries but accidents had occurred caused by gases and pollution. The 
extraction process was relatively cheap but the economics were doubtful due to 
the cost of associated plant and processing equipment. 
 
Councillor Haine believed that there remained an urgent need to exploit new 
energy sources as the supply of coal and gas would eventually expire and the 
impact of climate change caused by increasing CO2 levels was a major concern.  
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Reducing energy demands had to be a major target but required fundamental 
changes in the way houses and industrial premises were constructed, the way 
people worked, and on demands for travel. 

 
At the conclusion of his presentation Councillor Haine was sincerely thanked for 
his interesting and challenging comments. 

 

26. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
 

(1) The Chairman reported that she had attended four fund raising events 
since the last meeting. 

 
(2) The Chairman reported on the Warwick Area Committee of the 

Warwickshire Association of Local Councils which had met on 14
th
 May 

2014. Officers from Warwickshire County Council had made 
presentations regarding traffic modelling and development measures. 

 
(3) The Chairman had attended the Annual Meeting of Whitnash Town 

Council on 29
th
 May 2014. 

 
(4) The Chairman reported that she and other Parish Councillors had 

attended the recent funeral of the late Mrs. Queenie Hall who for many 
years had been a member of the Village Hall Trust. 

 
(5) The Chairman reported that the Pavilion Working Party had met since the 

last meeting and that a progress report would be given later in the 
meeting. 

 
 (6) The Chairman invited suggestions of items which could be included in the 

forthcoming edition of the Parish News. It was agreed that reference 
should be made to the progress of the flood alleviation scheme. 

 
(7) With regards to the review of the boundaries of parish councils the District 

Council had advised that the comments received through the consultation 
process would be reported to their Regulatory Committee later this month. 
Following consideration of the comments, it was hoped that final decisions 
would be made in September. 

 

27. POLICING 
 

The Chairman summarised policing information relating to the parish which had 
been produced since the last meeting. 
 
Further to the discussion at the last meeting, PCSO King had provided 
information regarding the sources of grants which could help to fund 
skateboarding equipment in the recreation ground. This was being considered by 
Councillors Kelly and Johnson. 

 

RESOLVED that the report be noted. 
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28. HIGHWAYS MATTERS 

 

  (1)  Shop signs 
 

 Further consideration was given to the suggestion that directional signs could be 
provided to the shops in the village centre. 

 
 As agreed, a site meeting had been held on 14

th
 May with an officer of the 

highways authority to discuss the suggestions, including whether signs to 
individual shops would be acceptable. The signs and advertisements which had 
been placed in the vicinity of the junction of Rugby Road and Kenilworth Road 
had also been discussed and subsequently removed. 

 
 The highways authority would only allow generic signs to the shops but not for 

individual businesses. However, they would provide an estimate of the costs 
involved for the signs. 

 
 The signs in Rugby Road in relation to the pedestrian crossing outside the shops 

should have been removed after six months and this would receive attention. 
 

RESOLVED that the report be noted. 
 

 (2) Bus route 
 
 It was reported that the request for a bus service to be routed along Leicester 

Lane and Kenilworth Road was being considered by the commercial department 
of Stagecoach Midlands and a further report would be made to the next meeting. 

 

RESOLVED that the report be noted. 
 

 (3)  Rugby Road shops – car park 
 

The Chairman reported that the area of the car park outside the shops in Rugby 
Road which was owned by the highways authority was to be resurfaced. 
However, the shop owners would be responsible for the maintenance of the area 
which they owned outside their shops. 
 

   RESOLVED that the report be noted. 
 

(4) Price Road 
 
The Chairman reported that the growths at the base of the trees in Price Road at 
the junction with Offchurch Road had been reported as they were obstructing 
sight lines for motorists when turning out of Price Road. 
 

   RESOLVED that the report be noted. 
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(5) Footpaths 
 
Reference was made to the overgrown condition of the footpath between 
Broadway and Church Terrace and between Hillcrest and Brookfield Road. The 
Chairman advised that these had been reported for attention. 
 

   RESOLVED that the report be noted. 

 

(6) Temporary road signs 

 
Reference was made to the temporary road signs which were erected by the 
highways authority in connection with road closures and diversions. These were 
often not collected after the works had been completed and caused problems 
when the grass on verges was due to be cut. The problem existed more 
particularly in areas surrounding the parish but had also occurred within the 
village. 
 

RESOLVED that Councillor Redford be requested to make 
representations to the highways authority regarding this 
problem. 
 

29.  PLANNING MATTERS 
 

  (1) Consultation list 
 

The following planning applications had been received and the comments as 
shown had been submitted to Warwick District Council by the Clerk under 
delegated authority: 
 
(a) W/14/0443 - 15 The Grange: two storey side extension for garage and 

utility with en-suite bedroom over: no objection. 
 
(b) W/14/0542 – 83 Kelvin Road: single storey rear extension: no objection. 
 
(c) W/14/0527 – land adjacent to 50 Ledbrook Road: erection of a triple 

garage after demolition of extension triple garage: no objection. 
 

RESOLVED that the report be noted. 
 

  (2) District Council decisions 

 
The following decisions were reported for noting:  

 
(a) W14/0484 – 71 Rugby Road: single storey rear extension: granted. 
 
(b) W14/0452 – St. Mary’s Church, Church Hill: extension to North Aisle 

providing meeting room, accessible WC and kitchenette: granted. 
 

(c) W14/0179 – 4 Queen Street: kitchen extension to side: granted. 
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RESOLVED that the report be noted. 
 

(3) Local Plan 
 
It was reported that Warwick District Council had now prepared the Warwick 
District Pre-Submission Draft Local Plan for consultation prior to its submission 
to the Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government for 
independent examination. The consultation on the proposed Local Plan would 
close on 27

th
June 2014. 

 
With regard the Gypsy and Travellers Sites, the District Council was assessing 
the consultation responses and once this was completed draft proposals would 
be presented to the Council for consideration.  It was hoped that this would take 
place in July. 

 
The District Council’s Planning Policy Manager had received the comments of 
the Parish Council regarding the Local Plan allocation for Cubbington. He 
regretted that the Parish Council had lost confidence in the process as a result of 
the late change to the number of dwellings that had been included for sites in the 
parish. He shared the Parish Council’s disappointment that the affordable 
housing scheme was no longer progressing. The Planning Policy Manager 
hoped that the collaboration with the Parish Council would continue. 
 

RESOLVED that comments be noted. 
 

 (4) 83 Rugby Road 
 
Further consideration was given to the condition of the premises at 83 Rugby 
Road. 
 
The Planning Enforcement Officer had visited the property and had received 
assurances that the area would be tidied in some way. He would revisit in due 
course. An Environment Health Officer had also visited and been informed that 
there was a lavatory on site which was connected to a septic tank. He had 
advised that the possibility of pollution arising from the disposal of waste oil was 
a matter for the Environment Agency and the Chairman was investigating this 
matter further. 
 

    RESOLVED that the report be noted. 
 

(5) 61 Queen Street 
 
The Chairman reported that concerns had arisen regarding the condition of the 
front wall of 61 Queen Street. These had been reported to the District Council’s 
Head of Building Control who would be meeting the owner to investigate the 
problem. 
 
Reference was also made to the scaffolding along the front of the building on 
which youths were climbing. The police had been advised of this situation. 
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    RESOLVED that the reports be noted. 

 

30.  RECREATION GROUNDS 

It was reported that the grass in the recreation grounds had now been cut 
following earlier problems. The bin in the Austen Court play area had not been 
emptied but, when this had been reported to the District Council, the situation 
had received rapid attention. 

The Chairman also advised that she had been contacted by a resident to enquire 
whether it was intended to install new play equipment. 

    RESOLVED that the report be noted. 

 

31. FLOODING 

 
 Consideration was given to the latest position regarding the construction of the 

flood alleviation scheme. 
 
 At the invitation of the Chairman, Mr. Reg Smith reported that he and Mr. Storer 

would be attending possibly the final meeting of the Cubbington Flood Forum on 
16

th
 June. Work on the scheme was nearing completion and it was possible that 

the contractors would be leaving the site by the end of June. 
 
 Mr. Smith had attended a meeting organised by the County Council and the 

National Flood Forum regarding emergency planning. A supply of equipment for 
use during an emergency had been provided by the Coventry, Solihull and 
Warwickshire Flood Alleviation group. It was agreed that this should be stored in 
the Village Hall to supplement the emergency equipment which was already 
located there. 

 

    RESOLVED that the reports be noted. 
  

32. HIGH SPEED RAIL LINK 

 
 Councillor Delow reported on the latest information regarding the proposed high 

speed rail line. 
 

The management committee of the Cubbington Action Group met on 4
th
 June 

and attended summer fayres at Cubbington CE School on17
th
 May and at St 

Mary’s Church on 7
th
 June. They would also be present at the Cubbington Family 

Fun Day on 6
th
 July and holding a family fun afternoon and information event at 

Cubbington Methodist Church hall on 28
th
 June.  

On 19
th
 May Councillor Delow attended an action group liaison meeting held by 

Warwickshire County Council. 

Petitions against the hybrid Bill had been deposited with the Commons Private 
Bill Office by a member of the staff of Jeremy Wright MP on behalf of four 
individuals from the local community on 21

st
 May and on 22

nd
 May the Parish 

Council’s petition was deposited along with those of the four other organisations 
representing Community Forum Area 17. 
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On 5
th
 June the House of Commons Public Accounts Committee held an oral 

evidence session to discuss the work of the Major Projects Authority. Whilst this 
was a general overview of the Authority’s projects, reference was also made to 
HS2. 

On 20
th
 May a session of the Information Rights Tribunal was held at 

Northampton Magistrates’ Court to hear an appeal by an anti-HS2 campaigner 
against the refusal by the Transport Secretary to release passenger loading data 
for the West Coast Main Line. The hearing was adjourned for further written 
submissions to be made. 

On 10
th
 June, the Select Committee that would hear petitions against the hybrid 

Bill met in private session to discuss timetabling of its proceedings. The 
Committee would hold a public session on 12

th
 June in order to announce its 

proposals. 

Councillor Delow also reported that earlier that day an application for a judicial 
review had been submitted to the High Court regarding an aspect of the 
environmental assessment process which had been followed by HS2 Ltd. 

Councillor Delow referred to the petitions which had been submitted by Warwick 
District Council and Warwickshire County Council regarding mitigation measures 
for the South Cubbington Woods. If the construction of a tunnel was not agreed, 
the County Council had suggested that a cut and fill tunnel would be an 
acceptable alternative. Councillor Delow pointed out, however, that this would 
still result in the destruction of the wood and was not compatible with the 
measures proposed by the Action Group and the Parish Council. There was a 
possibility that this suggestion could be accepted which might result in the 
proposal for a bore tunnel being overruled. Councillor Delow was requested to 
send his concerns to the District Council so that an agreement could be reached 
as to how this situation could be managed. 

 RESOLVED that Councillor Delow be thanked for his 
informative report. 

 

33. NOTICEBOARDS 
 

It was reported that since the last meeting a number of requests had been 
received for permission to display notices on the Parish Council’s noticeboards. 

 

 RESOLVED that consideration of the possible replacement 
of the noticeboards in the parish be deferred until the next 
meeting. 

 

34.  FINANCE 

 

(1) Bank balances 

 
The Parish Council’s credit balances on 1

st
 June 2014 were 
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     Account 
 

           £  
     Community (Current) Account 

 
2         150.21  

     Business Money Manager Account   
 

       46832.25  
     Money Market Account              

 
       21203.00  

     Total 
 

       68185.46   

 

    RESOLVED that the report be noted. 

 

 (2) Accounts to be paid 
                                                                                           £ 
(a) Clerk of the Parish Council  

                 - Salary and expenses – May 2014 
                 - stamps, toner, drawing pins       33.43 
         

(b)  Mr. D.R. Moorcroft 
      - repairs and erection of plant poles                       £  305   
      - collection of plant containers    £  295 
      - cutting of Church Lane banking              £1425         2025.00 

 
(c) TW Printing and Copying Ltd. – printing     30.00 
 
(d) P.J. Read Building Services Ltd. – repairs to  
     Community Pavilion (1

st
 installment)          14489.40 

               (inc. VAT)      
 

   RESOLVED that payment of the accounts be approved. 
 

 (3)  Annual audit of accounts 
 

The Parish Council considered the Statement of Accounts for the year ended 
31

st
 March 2014, together with the Statement of Assurance, as required by the 

annual audit. 
 

The Parish Council were advised that, in accordance with the requirements, 
consideration had to be given to the adequacy and effectiveness of the internal 
audit system. 
 
As part of this review, the Parish Council took into account that all payments 
were reported for approval at every meeting and that no payments were made 
without approval. All cheques had to be signed by two Parish Councillors and the 
Clerk. Also, bank balances were reported at each meeting.  

 
Prior to the external audit being carried out in July, an internal audit had been 
carried out by Mr. Norman Pratt who was a qualified accountant and had 
considerable knowledge of the Parish Council’s responsibilities and procedures. 
The internal auditor had examined the receipts and payments records, payments 
approved by the Parish Council, funds received, bank statements, National 
Insurance and income tax payments. 
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   RESOLVED that  
 
   (1) The Statement of Accounts and Annual Governance 

Statement for the year ended 31
st
 March 2014 be 

approved;  
 

(2) the issues referred to in the Statement of Assurance, 
 as contained in Section 2 of the Annual Return, 
 including the review of the internal audit 
 arrangements, be approved; and 

 
   (3) Mr. Norman Pratt be thanked for his invaluable 

support as the internal auditor of the Parish 
Council’s accounts. 

 

35. COMMUNITY PAVILION 
 
 The Chairman reported that the maintenance work being carried out at the 

Community Pavilion was progressing. The floor had been reinstated and would 
be covered with carpets or vinyl, as appropriate. 

 
 An application to the Rural East Community Forum for a grant towards the cost 

of the reinstatement of the rubber tiles in the gents and ladies toilets and the 
corridor had been submitted by Councillor Cox. 

 
 Reference was made to the condition of the grills on the front of the Pavilion and 

it was reported that the Management Committee would be compiling a list of 
minor maintenance works which were required. 

  

RESOLVED that the reports be noted. 
 

36. VILLAGE HALL 
 

RESOLVED that the maintenance schedule for the Village 
Hall be considered at the next meeting. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

CHAIRMAN 

8
th

 July 2014 


