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ENCLOSURE A 
 

CUBBINGTON PARISH COUNCIL  
 

Minutes of the Meeting held on Tuesday, 10
th
 March 2015 at the Village Hall, Broadway 

at 7.30 pm. 

 

PRESENT: Councillors Mrs. T. Saul (Chairman), P. Delow, A. Gregory, Mrs. A. Higham, 
P. Johnson, T. Kelly, Mrs. M. Mitchell, D. Morris, Mrs. C. O’Donnell and D. Saul 
 
Also in attendance: Councillor J. Hammon, N. Pratt and W. Redford 
  

133. MINUTES  

  
The Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 10

th
 February 2015, 

having been printed and circulated, were taken as read and signed by the 
Chairman as a correct record. 

 

134. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

 
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Miss Cashmore and Cox. 

 

135. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND GRANT OF DISPENSATIONS 
 

Councillors Morris, Saul and Mrs. Saul personal interests in agenda item 6(1) – 
Highways: Cubbington C.E. Primary School – crossing patrol, as Governors of 
the School.  

 
Councillors Delow, Mrs. Higham, Mrs. O’Donnell and Saul declared personal 
interests in agenda item 11 – Village Hall, as members of the Village Hall Trust.  

 

136. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
 
 (1) The Chairman referred to this being the last meeting to be attended by 

Councillors John Hammon and Norman Pratt as the District Councillors 
for Cubbington. It was also the final meeting that Councillors Tom Kelly, 
David Morris and Mrs. Carole O’Donnell would be attending as Parish 
Councillors. 

 
  On behalf of the Parish Council, the Chairman thanked them for their long 

and distinguished service to the local community and wished them well in 
their retirement from public service. 

 
 (2) On 17

th
 February 2015 the Chairman and Vice-Chairman had attended an 

informal meeting with agents to receive information regarding possible 
areas for development within the parish. 

 
 (3) The Vice-Chairman had attended the Annual Briefing Day on 7

th
 March 

2015 hosted by the Warwickshire Association of Local Councils. 
Information had been provided by various speakers and, as result, the 
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Vice-Chairman felt that the Parish Council could review whether they 
should participate in the new local council award scheme and how social 
media could be used to improve the ways in which the Parish Council 
communicated with residents. 

 
 (4) The Chairman referred to the items which had been included in the 

current edition of the Parish News and invited suggestions for the items 
for the next edition. It was agreed that the warning which had been 
received from the police about burglaries could be included. 

 
 (5) With regards to the Parish Council elections to be held on 7

th
 May 2015 

the Clerk would next week collect the nomination papers from the District 
Council and deliver them to those who had indicated that they wished to 
submit their nomination. As the completed papers could not be posted to 
the District Council it was agreed that they should be returned to the 
Chairman and then delivered to the District Council by the Clerk. 

 
 (6) The Chairman referred to the Annual Dinner to be held on 27

th
 March 

2015 and hoped that all those attending would have an enjoyable 
evening. 

  

137. POLICING 
 

The Chairman reported that no policing information relating to the parish had 
been received since the last meeting. However, a number of morning burglaries 
had taken place recently and incidents had been reported of Volkswagen vans 
being broken into. 
 

RESOLVED that the report be noted. 
 

138. HIGHWAYS MATTERS  

 

(1) Cubbington C.E. Primary School – crossing patrol 
 
With regards to the discussion at the last meeting regarding the withdrawal of the 
crossing patrol at Cubbington C.E. Primary School, consideration was given to a 
letter from Jeremy Wright MP which referred to correspondence he had received 
from a local resident and comments made in response by Warwickshire County 
Council.  
 
Following the resignation of the crossing patrol officer the County Council had 
reviewed the site and found that it did not meet the criteria set in the national 
guidelines produced by Road Safety GB. The provision of the crossing patrol 
could not be justified, therefore, but further assessments were continuing. 
However, it had been suggested that the Parish Council could provide funding of 
approximately £4000 to enable the patrol to continue. 
 
County Councillor Les Caborn, Portfolio Holder for Community Safety, had 
confirmed that the site would continue to be monitored and that it had not yet 
been disestablished as a patrol site. He could not, therefore agree to the Parish 
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Council’s request to reinstate the crossing. Following the agreement of the 
County Council’s budget for 2015/16, safety at schools was being reviewed. In 
the meantime, the school had been offered support with further road safety 
education in order to raise road safety awareness. 
 
The Parish Council agreed to request clarification that the assessment of the 
survey results, based on the national criterion, took into account that the patrol 
was located at the junction of four roads with limited sight lines, three of which 
were principal traffic routes through the village. 

 
The Parish Council also requested details of the results of the survey and to be 
informed of how close the assessment came to meeting the required level to 
justify the provision of a patrol. 

 
Consideration was also given to the suggestion that the Parish Council should 
meet the associated costs of providing the patrol of approximately £4000. As this 
was only an estimate, it was agreed that the County Council should be asked to 
state exactly what funding was required. 
 
The Parish Council were concerned that if the patrol for Our Lady and St. 
Teresa’s Catholic Primary School was withdrawn in due course, they would also 
be asked to provide funding to enable the service to continue. In this respect, it 
was agreed that, taking into account the national assessment criteria, details be 
requested about how near to the required level this crossing came to justify the 
provision of a patrol. 

 
The Parish Council remained of the view that the provision of the patrol was the 
responsibility of the County Council. It was pointed out that only a few weeks ago 
they had set their budget for 2105/16. The required sum of approximately £4000 
was just under 10% of the agreed precept for the year and the suggestion for 
funding had come at very short notice and had given no opportunity to consider 
the matter when the budget was being discussed. This was considered to be 
extremely unfortunate and had placed the Parish Council in a difficult position 
especially as there were already major pressures on the budget for 2105/16 to 
meet the needs and requirements of the local community. 

 
However, to help resolve the situation, it was agreed to enquire whether a 
smaller contribution towards the costs could be made to enable the patrol to be 
reinstated. 
 
Councillor Redford stressed that he was opposed to the decision not to replace 
the patrol and that he would take every opportunity to raise the matter at the 
County Council. He would also enquire whether the making of a contribution by 
the Parish Council towards the costs might be acceptable and also suggested 
that obtaining sponsorship might be an option. 
 

RESOLVED that the comments of the Parish Council be 
referred to Councillor Caborn and the County Council for 
urgent consideration. 
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 (2) Summer planting 
 
Consideration was given to the following quotes (excluding VAT) for summer 
planting: 
 
Baginton Nurseries Ltd:  £494.50 
Kings Hill Nurseries:  £500.00 
Smiths Nurseries:  £761.75 
 

RESOLVED that the quote from Baginton Nurseries Ltd. be 
accepted. 

 

(3) Highway repairs 
 
The Chairman reported that a number of potholes in the village had been 
reported for attention. Also, the car park in Queen Street had been resurfaced 
and, as agreed at the last meeting, a salt bin had been installed in Penns Close. 
 
The Chairman also reported that when the car park in Rugby Road had been 
resurfaced the plant pole sockets had been removed or covered under the new 
surface. The matter had been reported to the highways authority for attention. 

 

RESOLVED that the report be noted. 
 

(4) Rugby Road 
 
The Parish Council considered concerns raised as a result of the advertising 
sign for the barber’s shop that had been placed on the grass verge between the 
shoppers' car park and Rugby Road. 

 
The County Council, who owned the verge, did not approve of verges being used 
for the display of advertising signs and the sign obstructed the view of drivers 
when leaving car park. 

 

RESOLVED that the shop owner be requested to remove 
the sign. 

 

(5) Grass verges 
 
Reference was made to grass verges in Broadway and Offchurch Road and in 
the New Cubbington which had been damaged by vehicles being parked on 
them. 
 

RESOLVED that Councillor Redford be requested to report 
the damage for investigation. 
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139. PLANNING MATTERS 
 

  (1) Consultation list 
 

The following planning application had been received and the comments as 
shown had been submitted to Warwick District Council by the Clerk under 
delegated authority: 
 
(a) W/15/0224 – 57 Beaufort Avenue: single storey side and rear extension: 

no objection. 
 

RESOLVED that the report be noted. 
 

  (2) District Council decisions 

 
The following decisions were reported for noting:  

 
(a) W14/1769 – 96 Leicester Lane: pitched roof front porch extension and 

erection of new pitched roof dormer window to front roof slope: granted. 
 

(b) W14/1873 – 5 Three Cornered Close: two storey extension to north side 
of property to provide additional living space on ground floor and 
additional bedroom on the first floor: granted. 

 
(c) W14/1863 – Comptons Garage, Rugby Road: redevelopment of existing 

petrol filling station and garage/workshop to provide new petrol filling 
station, MOT test centre, vehicle workshop and car wash valet housing 
along with associated ancillary facilities (revised scheme following 
planning permission no. W13/1157): granted. 

 
(d) W14/1841 – 2 Ham Barn Cottages, Welsh Road: single storey rear 

extension: granted. 
 

RESOLVED that the report be noted. 
 

(3) 61 Queen Street 
 
The Chairman reported that the District Council’s Planning Enforcement Officer 
had been advised by the developer of 61 Queen Street that all contracts had 
now been agreed. It was intended that work would commence later this month.  

 

RESOLVED that the report be noted. 
 

 (4) Sites for gypsies and travellers 
 
 It was noted that the District Council were intending to review the areas which 

had been identified as suitable sites for gypsies and travellers. This had become 
necessary as one of the preferred sites had now been discounted. Councillor 
Hammon advised that areas within the Green Belt would be investigated but not 
those potential sites which had been under consideration originally. 
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RESOLVED that the report be noted. 
 

140. FLOODING 

 
At the invitation of the Chairman, on behalf of the local residents whose 
properties had been flooded in 2007, Mr. Reg. Smith thanked Councillors 
Hammon and Pratt for their work on the Cubbington Flood Forum to achieve a 
solution to the flooding problems. 

 

141. HIGH SPEED RAIL LINK 

 
 Councillor Delow reported on the latest information regarding the proposed high 

speed rail line. 
 

The Action Group’s annual programme of walks to view the spring flowers in 
South Cubbington Wood would commence at the end of this month with five 
walks planned.  

 
11th March would mark the fifth anniversary of the announcement of the routes 
of HS2. To mark this, the Liberal Democrat parliamentary candidate for the 
Kenilworth and Southam constituency would be walking the line of the route 
through the constituency. 
 
In an answer to a recent written question in the House of Lords, Baroness 
Kramer, Transport Minister, stated that by the end of January 2015 the 
expenditure by the government on HS2 had reached £913 million. An article in 
The Independent newspaper on 8th March reported that the Labour Party would 
review the budget for HS2 Phase 2 if it formed the next government.  
 
Reports of a private meeting that took place on 23rd February between HS2 Ltd, 
rail officials and representatives of the community of Camden indicated that HS2 
Ltd had abandoned plans to demolish and rebuild Euston station and reverted to 
another scheme designed for six new platforms for HS2 Phase 1, costing 
£2.6bn. Upgrading of the station would then follow in which five new HS2 
platforms would be built within the current station. 
 
The petition hearings of the HS2 Select Committee had continued and the last 
public session before the adjournment for the general election would be held on 
23rd March. The Committee had now completed its consideration of issues 
within Warwickshire and, during a hearing of the Warwickshire branch of the 
Campaign to Protect Rural England, the CPRE Warwickshire gave support to the 
Cubbington bored tunnel proposal. The Committee was now hearing petitions 
from the Denham and Colne Valley area (South Buckinghamshire and 
Middlesex).  
 
On 11th February the Committee heard from the Rt Hon Jeremy Wright MP and 
in his presentation Mr Wright said that lowering the line through Cubbington and 
Offchurch would be of a particularly significant benefit. He also supported the 
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proposal for a bored tunnel under South Cubbington Wood as it was evident that 
there was considerable environmental benefit to be gained from the proposal. 
 
By the end of 4th March a total of 297 petitions had been heard over 127 
scheduled sessions. A further 116 petitions had been scheduled to appear 
before the Committee but were not heard, either being withdrawn, or deferred 
pending ongoing negotiations or design changes and a further 5 had been 
notified as being withdrawn without being scheduled. Withdrawals, or business 
being completed early, had resulted in 37 sessions scheduled for the Committee 
to sit being cancelled.  

 
As requested at the last meeting, letters had been sent to Warwickshire County 
Council and Warwick District Council requesting that the Parish Council be 
consulted on HS2 matters that affected the parish as the project evolved. 
Replies had been received but Councillors Delow felt that neither contained any 
firm proposals to ensure that the Parish Council was adequately consulted. 
  
During the last month further grafting material has been taken from the veteran 
wild pear tree and posted to Shuttleworth College to be propagated. Reports 
from the college indicated that the previous attempt last summer had not been 
very successful. 
 

 The final invoice had been received for legal services in support of the petition 
hearing by the HS2 Commons Select Committee. Councilor Delow reported that, 
largely because of the sharing of costs with other bodies, the services had been 
secured at a total cost significantly below the budget over three years. 

 

RESOLVED that the report be noted. 

 

 142. VILLAGE HALL 

 

 (1) Car park 
 

Consideration was given to a quote from BJ Groundworks of £1200 and from 
MacDonalds Surfacing of £987 for the repair of an area of verge in the village 
hall car park. Mr. Moorcroft had also been invited to submit a quote but had 
declined. 
 

RESOLVED that the quote from MacDonalds Surfacing be 
accepted. 

 

 (2) Extension 
 

The Parish Council considered further the proposed extension to the committee 
room and the need to submit a Building Regulations application. 
 
The Village Hall Committee would submit plans to the District Council so that the 
fee to be paid could be determined. As the village hall was owned by the Parish 
Council the application would have to be made in their name. 
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RESOLVED that  
 
(1) the submission of the Building Regulations 

application be agreed; 
 
(2) the Chairman and Clerk be authorised to agree the 

fee to be paid in relation to the application; and 
 
(3) Mr. Doug O’Donnell be authorised to act as the 

Parish Council’s agent in relation to the application. 

 

 (3) Village Hall Trust 
 

On behalf of the Parish Council, the Chairman thanked the Village Hall Trust for 
the significant improvements which they had made to the village hall over recent 
months. The work of the Trust was carried out on a voluntary basis and 
particular reference was made to the valuable work carried out by Mr. Doug 
O’Donnell and Mr. Reg Smith. 
 

RESOLVED that the Chairman’s comments be endorsed. 

 

143. ELECTORAL REVIEW OF WARWICKSHIRE: FINAL RECOMMENDATIONS 

 
The Local Government Boundary had now announced its final recommendations 
following the review of the boundaries of the County Council’s electoral divisions 
in Warwickshire. The division, which included Cubbington, would be known as 
the Cubbington and Leek Wootton Electoral Division for which one County 
Councillor would be elected covering a forecasted electorate of 7278 compared 
with 7209 for the current Division. 
 

   RESOLVED that the report be noted 

 

144.  FINANCE 

 

(1) Bank balances 

 
The Parish Council’s credit balances on 1

st
 March were 

 

     Account 
 

           £  
     Community (Current) Account 

 
2         175.21  

     Business Money Manager Account   
 

       36346.03  
     Money Market Account              

 
         1253.30  

     Total 
 

       37774.54 

 

  RESOLVED that the report be noted 
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 (2) Accounts to be paid 
                                                                                           £ 
(a) Clerk of the Parish Council  
      - salary and expenses – February 2015 
              

           (b) Mr. D.R. Moorcroft         
                 - repainting of flower boxes    £295 
                 - provision of play bark     £  48 
                 - cleaning of ditch in recreation ground and 
                   cutting hedge      £665         1008.00 
 

(c) Inland Revenue – Income Tax and National Insurance             
     re. Clerk: January to March 2015                                            865.30 
 
(d) Severn Trent Water Ltd. – village hall water rates second 
     installment            244.72 

 
(e) Leafield Environmental Ltd. – supply of salt bin             138.00 
                (incl. VAT) 
 
(f) Sharpe Pritchard LLP – High Speed Rail petitioning          7195.16 
     (to be shared with four other parties – the Parish Council’s      (incl. VAT) 
     share would be £1,330.70 excl. VAT) 
 
(g) E.On: electricity for Christmas lights         4.70 
                 (incl. VAT) 
 

   RESOLVED that payment of the accounts be approved. 
 

(3) Bank account signatories 
 
The Parish Council reviewed the signatories to the Parish Council’s bank 
account. 
 

RESOLVED that the following be authorised to sign  
cheques on behalf of the Parish Council: 
 
Councillor Peter Delow 
Councillor Alan Gregory 
Councillor Mrs. Theresa Saul, and 
Mr. Robert Inman (Clerk to the Parish Council). 

 
 
 
 
 
 

CHAIRMAN 

12
th

 May 2015 


