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ENCLOSURE A 
 

CUBBINGTON PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the Meeting held on Tuesday, 8
th
 March 2016 at the Village Hall, Broadway 

at 7.30 pm. 

 

PRESENT: Councillors Mrs. T. Saul (Chairman), Miss M. Cashmore, Miss H. Chapman, 
D. Cox, P. Delow, S. Ginn, A. Gregory, Mrs. A. Higham, P. Johnson, and Mrs. C. 
Marrow. 
 
Also in attendance: Councillors Redford, Mrs. Redford and Mrs. Stevens 
 
  

122. MINUTES  

  
The Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 9

th
 February 2016, having 

been printed and circulated, were taken as read and signed by the Chairman as 
a correct record. 

 

123. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

 
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Mrs. Mitchell and Saul, 
and Councillors Cain and Harrington. 
 
The Chairman reported that Councillor Mrs. Mitchell had been unable to attend 
meetings of the Parish Council for six months due to continuing ill health. As a 
result it was necessary for the Parish Council to consider the reasons for her 
non-attendance so that Councillor Mrs. Mitchell’s membership could be 
reviewed. 
 

RESOLVED that the reasons for the non-attendance of 
Councillor Mrs. Mitchell of Parish Council meetings over the 
past six months be accepted. 

 

124. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND GRANT OF DISPENSATIONS 

 
Councillors Delow and Mrs. Higham declared personal interests in agenda item 
11 – Village Hall as members of the Village Hall Trust. 

 

125. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 

 
(1) The Chairman welcomed to the meeting Mrs. Jackie Chapman who had 

recently been appointed Clerk to the Parish Council as from 1
st
 April 

2016. 
 
(2) The Chairman reported that on 10

th
 February 2016 she had attended a 

meeting of the Warwick Area Committee of the Warwickshire Association 
of Local Councils at which Keith Davenport, Aaron Morby and Marion 
Borman of Warwickshire County Council Highways Department had given 
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presentations on street works and rights of way issues. 
 
(3) The next meeting of the Warwick Area Committee would be held on 20

th
 

April 2016 at the Cliff Cleaver Community Pavilion. 
 
(4) The Chairman reported that she, the Vice-Chairman and Councillor Cox 

had met on 15
th
 February 2016 to consider the applications for the 

appointment of Clerk to the Parish Council. Interviews had taken place on 
25

th
 February and Mrs. Jackie Chapman had been appointed. 

 
 (5) The Chairman invited suggestions for the items for inclusion in the next 

edition of the Parish News. 
 
 (6) Councillor Delow reported on a District Council training seminar he and 

Councillor Mrs. Marrow had attended on 15
th
 February 2016 on 

responding to planning consultations. The seminar had been arranged to 
provide information to support parish councils when commenting on 
planning applications. Responses from parish councils were valued and it 
would help reinforce objections if representatives from the parish council 
were present at the Planning Committee when the applications were 
being considered. Objections must be material and based upon sound 
planning reasons. 

 
  Councillor Delow also reported that he had attended a consultation event 

organised by the Warwickshire Wildlife Trust on 3
rd

 March 2016 in 
connection with their bid to the Heritage Lottery Fund for the Princethorpe 
Living Landscapes Project. One of the proposed walks was between Mill 
Lane, Hunningham, Weston under Wetherley and Shakespeare’s Avon 
Way and Councillor Delow was able to advise on this and suggest some 
improvements. 

 

126. POLICING 
 

The Chairman reported that unfortunately no policing information relating to the 
parish had been received since the last meeting. 
 
Councillor Gregory reported that at the recent meeting of the Rural East 
Community Forum it had been agreed that the police would carry out visits to 
Cubbington C.E. Primary School and monitor the speed of vehicles travelling 
along Welsh Road in Offchurch. It was also reported that Mr. Mike Bennett had 
been appointed as the Community Officer at Warwick District Council. During 
2016/17 the Community Forum would have available £10,000 for grants towards 
local projects. 

 

RESOLVED that the report be noted. 
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127. HIGHWAYS MATTERS 

 

 (1) Sponsorship of planters 
 
 Further consideration was given to the possible sponsorship of planters. 
 

Councillor Johnson suggested that sponsorship should be sought specifically 
towards the cost of the plants with £50 being invited for the flower poles and 
between £75 and £100 for the five flower boxes at the entrances to the village. 
Signs would have to be provided to be attached to the poles and boxes and 
Councillor Johnson would investigate this further. He would also contact local 
business to invite sponsorship.  

 

RESOLVED that the proposals be supported. 

 

 (2) Rugby Road 
 

Further to the discussion at the last meeting, consideration was given to the 
response from the highways authority to the proposal that an improved warning 
sign should be provided in Kenilworth Road on the approach to the junction with 
Rugby Road. 
 
Councillor Redford reported that he had held a site meeting with the County 
Council’s Road Safety Officer and it was considered that the signage met current 
design standards. However, he would investigate further the signs on Windmill 
Hill and whether the speed activation sign in Kenilworth Road could be adjusted. 
 
Reference was again made to various surface markings on Rugby Road in the 
vicinity of the Rugby Tavern which had become worn and required repainting and 
Councillor Redford agreed to investigate this issue further. 

 

RESOLVED that report be noted. 

 

 (3) Bus service no. 68 
 

With reference to the concerns which had been raised at the last meeting 
regarding the unreliability of bus service no.68 from Cubbington, the Assistant 
Operations Manager of Stagecoach Midlands had apologised for the 
inconvenience caused and advised that they had been experiencing severe 
periodic delays to the service due to the increasing amount of traffic on the 
route. A study of the reliability had recently been completed and their scheduling 
team would be investigating ways to improve the service which would most likely 
result in changes to the timetable to take into account the increased journey 
times. A network review of all Leamington services was due to be completed in 
May which could result in some service changes. 
 

Councillor Redford reported that the situation was to be considered by the 
County Council’s Transport Liaison Group. 

 

RESOLVED that the comments be noted. 
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 (4) Waste bins 
 

Further to the discussion at the last meeting, the Chairman reported that the 
waste bin in Mill Lane had been replaced and the lid on the bin by the bus stop 
in Queen Street had been removed. It was now understood that the District 
Council was due to replace only some of the bins in the village during April. 
 

RESOLVED that the report be noted. 

 

 (5) Gulley 
 
 The Chairman reported that a sunken gulley in Church Lane had been repaired. 
 

RESOLVED that the report be noted. 
  

 (6) Tree 
 

Councillor Mrs. Marrow referred to a tree which had fallen in the past on the 
highway verge outside Compton’s Garage. It had been reported to the highways 
authority but so far no action had been taken to remove it. 
 

RESOLVED that Councillor Redford be requested to 
investigate the situation. 

 

128. PLANNING MATTERS 
 

(1) Consultation list 
 

The following planning applications had been received and the comments as 
shown had been submitted to Warwick District Council by the Clerk under 
delegated authority: 
 
(a) W16/0088 – Comptons Garage, Rugby Road: redevelopment of existing 

petrol filling station and garage/workshop to provide a new petrol filling 
station, vehicle workshop, MOT test centre and car wash/valeting bay 
along with associated ancillary facilities (revised scheme following 
planning permission no. W/14/1863): no objection. 

 
(Councillor Mrs. Marrow declared a personal and pecuniary interest in 
this application as the owner of a neighbouring property and took no 
part in the consultation process.) 

 
(b) W16/0160 AG – North Cubbington Wood, Rugby Road: erection of two 

interlocking buildings ; building 1 - six bay 30mx10m and building 2 - three 
bay 15mx10.13m, both with eaves heights of 5.47m: 

 
 Cubbington Parish Council wish to object to this application unless the 
following comments and issues are addressed: 
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North Cubbington Wood is replanted ancient woodland listed on the 
Ancient Woodland Inventory for Warwickshire. As such the Parish Council 
request confirmation that the consideration of the planning application will 
follow the strictures of paragraph 118 of the National Planning Policy 
Framework. This paragraph requires the application to be refused “unless 
the need for, and benefits of, the development in that location clearly 
outweigh the loss”. As it currently stands, the application does not make a 
case that this exemption should be applied. 

On the question of whether there is a “need for” the buildings to be 
erected within the boundaries of the ancient woodland, the Parish Council 
does not see that a case could be made, as the intended function of the 
buildings could be fulfilled if they were to be erected elsewhere, outside of 
the woodland boundaries. 

The Parish Council does see that a case might be made that the benefits 
of the planned restoration of the woodland outweigh the loss of woodland 
area, but feel that this would only be likely if better assurance is provided 
that the quality of the proposed restoration work will be of a suitably high 
level. If permission were to be granted, the Parish Council would like to 
see agreement reached for a competent organisation to oversee the 
restoration, and suggest that bringing the activity under the stewardship of 
the Princethorpe Woodlands Living Landscapes project of the 
Warwickshire Wildlife Trust would provide the assurance that we are 
seeking. 

The Parish Council also feels that a case that the benefits outweigh the 
loss would be considerably enhanced if the application were to include 
proposals to increase the amenity value of North Cubbington Wood to the 
community by making provision for public recreational access. This is 
particularly critical to the residents of Cubbington in view of the impending 
loss to the High Speed Two project of much of the amenity value of the 
much-used recreational facility provided by South Cubbington Wood and 
the footpaths that run through the area. 

The application makes no consideration or evaluation of the noise that 
felling, handling, sawing and chipping operations will generate. The Parish 
Council has concerns in this respect as there are a number of dwellings in 
the vicinity of the planned development. There is also no evaluation of the 
HGV traffic that will result on the B4453 Rugby Road, which also passes 
through residential areas of Cubbington. 

There is no indication in the application that any employment benefits will 
accrue to the area. 

The Parish Council has concerns for the long-term future of North 
Cubbington Wood as once the current timber stocks have been felled the 
restored woodland will have much reduced commercial value. It is 
suggested that, as North Cubbington Wood is a designated Local Wildlife 
Site, Warwick District Council should be concerned for its protection, both 
now and into the future. 

If an assurance is given that these issues will receive full consideration by 
the planning authority the Parish Council would agree not to object to the 
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application. 
 
(c) W16/0057 – Glebe Farm Cottage, Welsh Road: single storey rear 

extension: no objection. 
 

 RESOLVED that the report be noted. 
 

  (2) District Council decisions 

 
The following decisions were reported for noting:  

 
(a) W15/2025 – 198 Rugby Road: vehicular access to front boundary: 

granted. 

 
(b) W15/2116 – 115 Rugby Road: single storey extension to front and 

application of render to the front elevation: granted. 
 
(c) W16/0076 – 79 Stirling Avenue: single storey extension with pitched roof 

over to the rear of the dwelling to form an enlarged kitchen/dining room: 
granted. 

 
(d) W16/0013 – 48a High View Road: single storey rear extension: granted. 
 

RESOLVED that the report be noted. 
 

(3) Local Plan 
 
The Parish Council considered the latest position regarding the Local Plan. 
 
Following the suspension of the recent proposed Plan, a revised version had 
been published taking into account the comments of the Inspector regarding the 
inadequate number of properties that would be provided. The latest version had 
recently been considered by the District Council in order that the consultation 
process could take place and included proposals to construct 95 properties on 
land to the east of Austen Court, Pinehurst and Cotton Mill Spinney. These 
would be in addition to the previously proposed development of land to the west 
of Coventry Road. 
 
The Parish Council expressed serious concerns that no prior notification of the 
amendment to the previous proposals had been received prior to the publication 
of the agenda for the District Council meeting on 24

th
 February. This was 

contrary to the detailed and extensive discussions which had taken place with 
the planners in preparing the original proposals. 
 
The proposals for Cubbington now included the construction of a total of 195 
properties and the Parish Council, in recognising the need to identify additional 
sites for development, believed that the proposals would pose a very serious 
threat of major flooding in the village. It was felt likely that the recent flood 
alleviation scheme would be insufficient to cope with the additional drainage 
required for the extra properties now proposed and would exacerbate the surface 
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water drainage problems. Concerns were also expressed regarding the lack of 
infrastructure which would be required to service the additional housing with 
regards to roads, health provision, schooling and public transport. 
 
The consultation process would take place between 11

th
 March and 22

nd
 April 

2016 and the Parish Council would encourage local residents to submit their 
comments to the District Council. To help publicise the proposals and encourage 
the public to respond it was agreed that details should be included in the next 
edition of the Parish News. 
 
The District Council was organising a seminar on the Local Plan proposals on 
21

st
 and 22

nd
 March which would be attended by the Chairman and Councillor 

Delow. 

 

RESOLVED that the views expressed in objecting to the 
additional development now proposed be forwarded to the 
District Council under the consultation process. 

 

129.  RECREATION GROUNDS 
  

 (1) Play equipment in the recreation ground 
 

The Parish Council considered further the proposed installation of new play 
equipment in the recreation ground. Councillor Miss Chapman reported that 
responses to the questionnaire she had produced had been very limited and 
therefore she was hoping to circulate a revised questionnaire directly to children 
in the schools. She had been in contact with the local karate club and Councillor 
Mrs. Higham had offered to contact the local Rainbows group and the Brownies 
and Cubs. 
 

RESOLVED that the report be noted. 
  

 (2) Open Space Audit 
 

Further to the discussion at the last meeting, it was reported that in 2016 
Warwick District Council would be carrying out an Open Spaces Audit of their 
recreation grounds but it was not thought that this would include the two 
recreation grounds owned by the Parish Council. Councillor Mrs. Redford 
agreed, however, to clarify this issue. 
 

RESOLVED that the report be noted.  
 

130. FLOODING 

 
 At the invitation of the Chairman, Mr. Malcolm Storer of the Community Flood 

Forum reiterated the concerns that had been expressed regarding the flooding 
implications of the additional housing which was now under consideration in the 
Local Plan proposals. 
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 Councillor Redford confirmed that the condition of the bank in Mill Lane was still 
under consideration. 

 

RESOLVED that the reports be noted. 
 

131. HIGH SPEED RAIL LINK 
 
 Councillor Delow reported on the latest information regarding the proposed high 

speed rail line. 
  

The Cubbington Action Group would begin their programme of spring walks 
around South Cubbington Wood on 28th March. 
 
Voting for the European Tree of the Year competition, in which the Cubbington 
veteran pear tree had been entered, closed on 29th February. During the final 
week the vote totals for each tree were not made public but, when they were last 
available, the tree was in seventh place with 5,511 votes, but was unfortunately 
well behind the leader. The winner would be announced at an award ceremony 
in Brussels on 20th April. 
 
The following documents with relevance to HS2 had been published since the 
last meeting of the Parish Council: 
 
(a) a report by the HS2 Independent Assessor to Parliament summarising issues 
raised by comments on the Supplementary Environmental Information AP4 
Environmental Statement on 11th February; 

(b) a response to the HS2 Select Committee from the Department for Transport 
to evidence presented to the Committee on the cost of a property bond scheme 
by the HS2 Action Alliance, published by the Select Committee on 15th 
February; 

(c) a response published on 19th February by HS2 Ltd Chairman, by Sir David 
Higgins, to the third report of the HS2 Residents’ Commissioner. This report set 
out proposals for improving HS2 Ltd’s communication with affected residents; 

(d) a report by the HS2 Independent Assessor to Parliament summarising issues 
raised by comments on the Supplementary Environmental Information AP5 
Environmental Statement on 24th February; and 

(e) a report on HS2 by Sir David Higgins entitled HS2: Changing Britain and 
published on 25th February. 
 
On 22nd February the HS2 Select Committee held a short final public meeting to 
allow the Chairman and Promoter’s Lead Counsel to make valedictory 
statements. The Committee’s final report was published a few hours later. On 
23rd February the Commons Public Administration and Constitutional Affairs 
Committee held an oral evidence session in connection with its inquiry into the 
Parliamentary and Health Service Ombudsman’s report into a complaint against 
HS2 Ltd. The witnesses were the HS2 Residents’ Commissioner, the HS2 Ltd 
CEO, the Director of Land Services, and the Transport Minister responsible for 
HS2. 
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  In accordance with normal parliamentary procedure a new committee had been 
set up to examine in detail the HS2 Phase 1 hybrid Bill and consider 
amendments. This Committee met on two days last week and would continue to 
meet until it had completed its business. 

 
  Councillor Delow referred to the possibility that a petition might need to be 

submitted to the House of Lords before the next meeting of the Parish Council 
and that he would be attending a seminar on this process on 16

th
 March. 

 
  He also referred to a visit he and Mrs. Rosemary Guiot had made to Cubbington 

C.E. Primary School to explain the HS2 project to the children. 
 

    RESOLVED that report be noted. 
 

132. VILLAGE HALL 
 

Councillor Mrs. Higham reported that work on refurbishing the kitchen in the 
Village Hall was proceeding well and that the windows had been installed prior to 
glazing. It had been necessary to replace the ceiling but this had given the 
opportunity to install insulation. 
 

    RESOLVED that report be noted. 
 

133. HM QUEEN’S 90TH BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS 

  
 Further to the discussion at the last meeting, consideration was given to the 

possibility of a bonfire/beacon being lit to celebrate the 90
th
 birthday of HM 

Queen Elizabeth II. 
 
 Councillor Johnson reported that the Sports and Social Club would be keen to be 

involved in the event that an area of land owned by the Sir Thomas White’s 
Charity between the Club and the Newfield footpath was not available. 

 
 Reference was made to the need to ensure that all insurance and health and 

safety issues were considered in preparation for the event. 
 

 RESOLVED that the Sir Thomas White’s Charity be 
contacted regarding the availability of their land as the 
location for the bonfire. 

 

134. WARWICK RURAL EAST YOUTH PROVISION 
 

Consideration was given to an email from David Skoppek of the Warwickshire 
Association of Youth Clubs regarding a proposed Awards for All funding 
application by the Parish Council. 
 

RESOLVED that the details requested be provided in 
preparation for the application being submitted. 
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135. APPOINTMENT OF CLERK TO THE PARISH COUNCIL 
 

The Chairman reported that interviews for the appointment of a new Clerk to the 
Parish Council had been held on 25

th
 February 2016 and she was pleased to 

advise that Mrs. Jackie Chapman had been appointed as from 1
st
 April 2016. 

 

   RESOLVED that  
 
   (1) the appointment of Mrs. Jackie Chapman be noted; 

and 
 
   (2) as from 1

st
 April 2016, the following be authorised to 

sign  cheques on behalf of the Parish Council: 
 
 Councillor Peter Delow (current signatory) 
 Councillor Alan Gregory (current signatory) 
 Councillor Mrs. Theresa Saul (current signatory); and 
 Mrs. Jackie Chapman (Clerk to the Parish Council). 

 

136.  FINANCE 

 

(1) Bank balances 

 
The Parish Council’s credit balances on 1

st
 March 2016 were 

 

     Account 
 

           £  
     Community (Current) Account 

 
2         200.21  

     Business Money Manager Account   
 

       42126.45  
     Money Market Account              

 
         1256.43  

     Total 
 

       43583.09 

 

    RESOLVED that the report be noted. 

 

(2) Accounts to be paid 
                                                                                                £ 
(a) Clerk of the Parish Council  

                 - salary and expenses – February 2016 
       - stamps       £7.56 
 
           (b) Mr. D.R. Moorcroft 
                 - removal and replacement of noticeboard  £  52 
                 - cutting hedge      £520 
                 - cleaning ditches     £665 
                 - repairs to fence in Austen Court play area and 
                   planting hedge      £940         2177.00 
 
 (c) Warwick District Council – recharge of May 2015 
                election costs        450.00 
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(d) Severn Trent Water Ltd. – Village Hall water rates: 
      from 12th August 2015                                                  220.46 

 
(e) TW Printing & Copying – printing                          75.00 
 
(f) E.On: electricity for Christmas lights         4.62 
                   (incl. VAT) 
          

 (3) Payment made since the last meeting 
 

(a) Warwickshire Association of Local Councils 
      - Annual Briefing Day 2016 attendance fee      50.00 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHAIRMAN 

10
th

 May 2016 
 

 

 

 

 
 


