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CUBBINGTON PARISH COUNCIL  
 

Minutes of the Meeting held on Tuesday, 14
th
 October 2014 at the Village Hall, 

Broadway at 7.30 pm. 

 

PRESENT: Councillors Mrs. T. Saul (Chairman), Miss M. Cashmore, D. Cox, P. Delow, 
A. Gregory, Mrs. A. Higham, Mrs. M. Mitchell, D. Morris, Mrs. C. O’Donnell and D. Saul 
 
Also in attendance: Councillors J. Hammon, N. Pratt and W. Redford 
  
 

 FORMER COUNCILLOR CLIFF CLEAVER 
 

The Parish Council observed a period of silence as a mark of respect for 
former Councillor Cliff Cleaver who had died on 19

th
 September 2014. 

 

 

66. MINUTES  

  
The Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 9

th
 September 2014, 

having been printed and circulated, were taken as read and signed by the 
Chairman as a correct record. 

 

67. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

 
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Kelly and Johnson. 

 

68. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND GRANT OF DISPENSATIONS 
 

Councillor Saul declared a personal interest in agenda item 6(1) having been 
involved in obtaining the quote from Smiths Nurseries. 
 
Councillors Delow, Mrs. Higham, Mrs. O’Donnell and Saul declared personal 
interests in agenda item 13 – Village Hall as members of the Village Hall Trust.  

 

69. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
 
 (1) The Chairman reported that on 17

th
 September 2014 she and the Vice-

Chairman had attended the Annual Meeting of the WALC Warwick Area 
Committee at which the County Council had made a presentation on 
improving communications with parish councils. 

 
 (2) The Chairman and Vice-Chairman had also attended a meeting of the 

District Council’s Licensing and Regulatory Committee on 18
th
 September 

at which the proposed revision of the Parish Council’s boundary had been 
discussed. 
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 (3) On 24
th
 September the Chairman had met with Mr. Nick Grey of the 

District Council’s Neighbourhood Services to inspect various sites in the 
village. 

 
 (4) The Chairman referred to the funeral of former Councillor Cliff Cleaver 

which had been held on 10
th
 October 2014. 

 
 (5) The Chairman invited suggestions about items which could appear in the 

next edition of the Parish News. It was agreed that reference should be 
made to the problem of dog fouling and the Victorian evening which would 
be held on Sunday, 7

th
 December in the village centre. 

 

70. POLICING 
 

The Chairman reported policing information relating to the parish which had 
been produced since the last meeting. Various significant incidents had occurred 
and nuisance had been caused by youths gathering in the Austen Court play 
area. 
 
Reference was also made to the meeting of the Rural East Community Forum 
which would be held in the Village Hall on 16

th
 October. 

 

RESOLVED that the reports be noted. 

 

71. HIGHWAYS MATTERS  

 

 (1) Winter plants 
 
 The Parish Council considered quotes for the provision of winter plants, as 

follows: 
 
 (a) Baginton Nurseries:  £347.93 (excl. VAT) 
 (b) Kings Hill Nurseries:  £300 (excl. VAT) 
 (c) Smiths Nurseries:   £473.75 (excl. VAT) 
 

Smiths Nurseries had also suggested providing a joint sponsorship board behind 
two of the planters. If agreed, their quotation would be reduced by £80 (excl. 
VAT) and they would provide the signs at no cost to the Parish Council. 
 

RESOLVED that the quote from Kings Hill Nurseries be 
accepted. 

   

 (2) Footpaths 
 

Further to the discussion at the last meeting, the Rights of Way Team of 
Warwickshire County Council were considering the issue regarding access to 
footpath W130b off Rugby Road.  It would be considered along with other 
footpath received on a geographical sequence in order to use their reduced 
resources as efficiently as possible. 
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   RESOLVED that the report be noted. 

(3)  The Grange 
 
The Chairman reported that the road and pavements in The Grange had been 
resurfaced. However the quality of the work had been below standard and 
additional work had been carried out to rectify the problem. 
 

   RESOLVED that the report be noted. 
 

(4) Offchurch Road 
 
Reference was made to a property in Offchurch Road where flooding had 
recently occurred and Councillor Saul reported that a blocked drain had been 
discovered by the highways authority. 
 

   RESOLVED that the report be noted. 
  

 (5) Sign 
 

Reference was made to an authorised advertising sign which had been placed at 
the top of Windmill Hill. 
 

   RESOLVED that the matter be reported for attention. 

 

72.  PLANNING MATTERS 
 

  (1) Consultation list 
 

The following planning applications had been received and the comments as 
shown had been submitted to Warwick District Council by the Clerk under 
delegated authority: 
 
(a) W14/1315 – 39 Stirling Avenue: single storey side and rear 'wrap around' 

extension: no objection. 
 

   RESOLVED that the report be noted. 
 

  (2) District Council decisions 

 
The following decisions were reported for noting:  

 
(a) W14/1107 – 6 Roxburgh Croft: side and rear extension: granted. 
 
(b) W14/1056 – 43 Beaufort Avenue: demolition of garage and conservatory, 

proposed two storey side and rear extension: granted. 
 
(c) W14/0893 – 8 Rugby Road: single storey rear extension, front porch 

extension and loft conversion: granted. 
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   RESOLVED that the report be noted. 
 

(3) 61 Queen Street 
 
The Chairman reported that she had been informed by the District Council’s 
Head of Planning and Development that notice had been served on the owner of 
61 Queen Street regarding the dilapidated condition of the building. If the owner 
failed to comply the required work would be carried out by the District Council 
with the cost being recharged to the owner. 
 
Councillor Hammon was thanked for his intervention in this matter. 
 

   RESOLVED that the report be noted. 

 

73.  RECREATION GROUNDS 

 

(1) Annual safety inspection 
 

The annual RoSPA safety inspection of the play equipment in the Recreation 
Ground and Austen Court play area had been carried out by Playsafety Ltd. No 
major issues were identified and a copy of the report had been forwarded to Mr. 
Moorcroft so that maintenance issues raised could receive attention. 
 

   RESOLVED that the report be noted. 

 

 (2) Entrance gate 
 
The Parish Council discussed the problems caused by gypsies and travellers 
moving on to open areas of land within the district without approval. These 
incidents were becoming more widespread and the result could be a serious 
nuisance to local residents and cause damage to property. 

 
A court order could be obtained to require the occupation of the land to cease 
but the cost of this was in excess of £2000.  

 
It was agreed that the Parish Council must ensure that, as far as possible, the 
recreation ground was secure and that unauthorised access to it could not be 
made through the gate off Stonehouse Close by the Community Pavilion. 

 

RESOLVED that the organisations hiring the Pavilion be 
requested to ensure that on leaving the Pavilion they close 
and lock the gate.  

 

74. ELECTORAL ARRANGEMENTS  

 

 (1) Cubbington Parish Council 

 
It was reported that the District Council’s Licensing and Regulatory Committee 
had met on 18

th
 September at which the proposed revision of the Parish 

Council’s boundary had been discussed. The proposals had been agreed in 
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principle but it had become necessary to hold discussions with the Boundary 
Commission regarding aspects of the overall governance review which the 
District Council were undertaking. 
 
It was understood that the Boundary Commission had not raised any issues 
regarding the proposals affecting Cubbington and, therefore, these would be 
considered further by the Committee on 21

st
 October. There was some urgency 

in finalising the boundaries as they would be effective for the Parish Council 
elections to be held in May 2015. 
 
The Clerk had obtained legal advice from the National Association of Local 
Councils regarding the governance review, particularly in relation to the financial 
implications, which had been forwarded to the District Council at their request. 
The result of the review had to ensure that the Parish Council remained 
financially viable in terms of providing some of the services. 
 
Previously, concerns had been expressed to the District Council that one of the 
outcomes of the boundary change would be that the Parish Council’s budget 
would be so significantly reduced that they would be unable to continue to 
provide services to the same standard. 
 

RESOLVED that the report be noted and that a Finance 
Working Party of the Chairman, Vice-Chairman and 
Councillor Cox, be appointed to consider the financial 
implications of the Parish Council budget in the event of the 
boundary revisions being implemented. 

 

(2) Warwickshire County Council 
 
The Parish Council considered the proposals of the Local Government Boundary 
Commission regarding the future electoral arrangements for Warwickshire 
County Council. This included creating a new electoral division for Cubbington 
and Leek Wootton which would exclude the New Cubbington area. 

 
The Parish Council believed that in the North Ward there was a cohesive 
community which identified with Cubbington, experienced an effective and 
convenient delivery of local services, enjoyed effective local democracy, and had 
a high level of community engagement. They therefore opposed the transfer of 
this area to the proposed Leamington North division. 

 
The Parish Council agreed that an objection should made regarding the 
exclusion of New Cubbington and that concerns should be raised regarding the 
geographical size of the proposed new division for which the County Councillor 
would be responsible. The area was predominantly rural in nature and was 
considered to be excessive for a single County Councillor to be able to cover 
effectively. Whilst the Parish Council understood the objective that each County 
Councillor should represent a similar number of voters they felt that to cover the 
area of the proposed division would be onerous and therefore weaken the 
democratic process. 
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RESOLVED that the comments be referred to the 
Boundary Commission for consideration. 

 

75. FLOODING 
 
 At the invitation of the Chairman, Mr. Malcom Storer reported that Severn Trent 

had visited New Street following the recent storm water flooding. A television 
camera had been placed into the drainage system and a dye test would be 
carried out. 

 
 It was also reported that work was to be carried out to resolve the problem of 

rain water draining from the school footpath into New Street. 
 

   RESOLVED that the report be noted. 

 

76. HIGH SPEED RAIL LINK 

 
 Councillor Delow reported on the latest information regarding the proposed high 

speed rail line. 
 

A meeting of the management committee of the Cubbington Action Group was 
held on 15

th
 September and they had been involved in the organisation of a 

fashion show in the Village Hall on the evening of 30
th
 September which had 

been well supported and raised approximately £500. 

Since the last meeting, Councillor Delow had attended a meeting of the 
Offchurch HS2 Action Group management committee and a meeting of  
AGAHST Chairs. On 29

th
 September he had also attended a meeting with 

officers of Warwickshire County Council to discuss differences between the 
County Council’s petition and the community petitions submitted by Cubbington, 
Offchurch and Weston under Wetherley. 

Councillor Delow had also attended a meeting of the action group liaison 
meetings held by Warwickshire County Council and a meeting of action groups 
in the Kenilworth and Southam constituency with Jeremy Wright MP. This had 
discussed arrangements for the visit to the constituency of Members of the HS2 
Select Committee on 7

th
 October. 

On 30
th
 September a response had been submitted on behalf of the Parish 

Council to the HS2 Phase 1 Property Consultation 2014. This had been 
approved by the Chairman as it had to be submitted before the Parish Council 
meeting in October. 

The campaign against HS2 was present again at party conferences and the HS2 
Select Committee had met on six days in September. An additional eight 
sessions were cancelled due to petitioners electing to defer or not to have their 
petitions heard. Nine petitions had been heard and a further sixteen were 
scheduled but did not come before the Committee. 

The Select Committee resumed public sessions on 13
th
 October and was 

scheduled to complete the Birmingham area and move on to Staffordshire. 
Warwickshire County Council was due to appear before the Committee in the 
week commencing 27

th
 October. It was anticipated that the Cubbington petitions 
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would be heard during late November or December.  

On 16
th
 September Members of the Select Committee had visited the area 

around the proposed HS2 Birmingham Interchange station, Staffordshire and 
north Warwickshire. On 7

th
 October Members had visited south Warwickshire, 

including Cubbington. This visit had continued the next day to complete the visit 
to Warwickshire and Oxfordshire. 

On 1
st
 October the Transport Secretary had announced that he had approved a 

change to the design of HS2 Phase 1 near Lichfield as a result of 
representations from Staffordshire County Council. Lichfield District Council had 
subsequently announced the withdrawal of their petition. 

The petitioning period for the recently-announced first Additional Provision for 
HS2 Phase 1 had opened on 19

th
 September and would close on 17

th
 October. 

The consultation on the associated Environmental Statement documents would 
close on 14

th
 November but the proposals did not directly affect Cubbington. 

On 10
th
 October the Government had announced that the Community and 

Environment Fund (CEF) and the Business and Local Economy Fund (BLEF), 
would make available up to £30 million for residents and local communities 
between London and Birmingham affected by HS2 Phase 1 to invest in public 
projects. These would include projects to refurbish local community centres, 
nature conservation and measures to support local economies and employment. 
Community groups, charities, non-governmental organisations and business 
support organisations would be able to bid for grants which were expected to be 
available from the planned start of construction in 2017. 

Councillor Delow commented that, with regards to these Funds, Weston-under 
Wetherley Parish Council had proposed that a cycle track between Weston and 
Cubbington should be provided in mitigation of the potential division of the two 
communities by the high speed line 

 
With regards to the petitions from Cubbington, Offchurch and Weston under 
Wetherley being presented to the Select Committee by Sharpe Pritchard, 
Councillor Delow reported that the likely cost would be approximately £3000. 
There would also be costs in relation to preparatory meetings which would be 
necessary. These costs would be shared between the parties involved. 
 
At the conclusion of the report the Chairman, on behalf of the Parish Council, 
thanked Councillor and Mrs. Delow for the arrangements they had made for the 
visit of the Select Committee to Cubbington on 7

th
 October. 

RESOLVED that  
 
(1) the report be noted; 
 
(2) the action taken by the Chairman in approving the 

HS2 Phase 1 Property Consultation 2014 
submission be endorsed; and  

 
(3) the suggestion that a cycle track should be created 

between Cubbington and Weston-under Wetherley 
be noted and considered further in due course. 
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77. NOTICEBOARDS 
 
 Councillor Cox reported that he had obtained information from two suppliers of 

noticeboards for consideration in due course. 
 

    RESOLVED that report be noted. 

 

78. VILLAGE HALL 
 
 Further consideration was given to a maintenance schedule for the Village Hall. 
 

It was reported that an application had been made to the Rural East Community 
Forum for a grant towards the cost of new fire doors and front windows but it was 
understood that this was not being recommended for approval. Councillor 
Gregory commented that he would question this at the Forum meeting to be held 
on 16

th
 October. 

 
However, the Village Hall Committee had decided to meet the cost of £2752 for 
the new fire doors and front windows and an application would be made to the 
Cubbington Freeholders for a grant for the reroofing costs of £2778. 
 
The cost of providing new doors and windows in the Committee Room and 
kitchen was £2565 and the cost of rebuilding the walls in these areas was 
£3786. The Village Hall Committee was requesting that these costs should be 
met by the Parish Council. 

 
It was reported that a quote of £596 had been received from Mr. Moorcroft for 
replacing a number of rotten bollards in the Village Hall car park and the 
Chairman reported that a request had been received for the Parish Council to 
provide a sign to the car parking area to the side of the building. 
 
It was agreed that, in the short term, temporary repairs to the bollards should be 
carried out and that the Finance Working Party be requested to consider the 
costs that the Parish Council were being requested to meet. 
 

RESOLVED that the matter be considered further in 
due course. 

 

79.  FINANCE 

 

(1) Bank balances 

 
The Parish Council’s credit balances on 1

st
 October 2014 were 
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     Account 
 

           £  
     Community (Current) Account 

 
2         150.21  

     Business Money Manager Account   
 

       27058.50  
     Money Market Account              

 
       21229.29  

     Total 
 

       48438.00 

 

   RESOLVED that the report be noted. 

 

 (2) Accounts to be paid 
                                                                                           £ 
(a) Clerk of the Parish Council  
      - salary and expenses – September 2014 
      - annual website hosting fee    £65.99 
      - email account fee     £29.99    95.98 

 
           (b)  Mr. D.R. Moorcroft 
                 - cutting perimeters of playing field and play area £520 
                 - painting bus shelters     £620 
       - painting seats       £670 
        - cutting hedge in Austen Court play area  £  80 
       - repairs to fence in Austen Court play area  £  84 
       - collection of litter     £  38 
       - watering flowers: September   £720         2732.00 

 
(c) Inland Revenue – Income Tax and National  
     Insurance re. Clerk: July to September 2014   562.29 
 
(d) Grant Thornton UK LLP – 2014 external audit fee   360.00 
                 (incl. VAT)
      
(e) Mrs. L. Montgomery –  keyholder fee: 
     April to September 2014      125.00 
 
(f) Warwick District Council 
     – contribution to cost of flood alleviation scheme           5000.00 
 
(g) OCS Group UK Ltd. – grass cutting: July to September 2014 698.33 
                (incl. VAT) 

 
 (h) Eastgate Engravers – engraving of ‘Cubbington in Bloom’ 

     Trophies          28.00 
                (incl. VAT) 
 

 (i) Playsafety Ltd. - RoSPA inspection of play equipment            170.40 
                (incl. VAT) 

 

  RESOLVED that payment of the accounts be approved. 
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 (3)  Budget monitoring  
 

 The Parish Council received the budget monitoring report for the period 1
st
 April 

2013 to 30
th
 September 2014. 

 

  RESOLVED that the report be noted. 

 

(4) Annual audit 
 

 It was reported that the external auditors, Grant Thornton UK LLP, had 
completed the annual audit of the Parish Council’s accounts for 2013/14 and had 
stated that ‘on the basis of our review, in our opinion the information in the 
annual return is in accordance with proper practices and no matters have come 
to our attention giving cause for concern that the relevant legislation and 
regulatory requirements have not been met.’ 

 

  RESOLVED that the report be noted. 
 

 80. CLIFF CLEAVER COMMUNITY PAVILION 
 
 The Chairman reported that the invoice for the balance of the work carried out 

on the Pavilion was expected shortly which would be considered by the Pavilion 
Working Party.   

 

  RESOLVED that the report be noted. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

CHAIRMAN 

11
th

 November 2014 

 
 

 


