
Cubbington’s wild pear tree shortlisted in Tree of the Year Competition: Vote for it!  
 

Cubbington’s famous and ancient wild pear tree standing in the path of the proposed HS2 
has become an icon for the Action Group who entered it in the Woodland Trust’s Tree of 
the Year competition in July.  Entries are submitted annually for trees in each country in 
the UK and whittled down to a shortlist of ten. Cubbington’s champion pear tree has been 
shortlisted in the final ten trees chosen for England and is now being entered for the public 
on-line vote. The winning tree will be entered in the European Tree of the Year contest in 
2016.  The Woodland Trust* supports the Action Group’s efforts to preserve the tree and 
South Cubbington Wood and hope that this competition will generate ‘more awareness of 
the issues around HS2’. The Trust invites the public to vote for their favourite tree on-line 
before October 12th:: log on to 

 www. Woodlandtrust.org.uk/treeoftheyear .   

Cubbington’s wild pear tree has been recently showing its magnificent fiery autumnal 
colours, its reddish hues contrasting with its mass of springtime blossom. Believed to be 
over 250 years old, the tree has been seen by generations at the top of a hill near South 
Cubbington Wood and still bears small edible pears which can be made into jelly. It is the 
second largest wild pear tree reported in the UK and the largest in Warwickshire. Its ‘mop-
head’ form is characteristic of wild pear trees as is the spiny growth from the base of the 
trunk. This beloved tree may not survive much longer as it is due to be felled when 
construction of HS2 rail track between London and Birmingham begins in 2017. 

Cubbington Action Group Chairman Peter Delow adds: “I’m asking people to vote for 
our treasured and much-loved pear tree in order to highlight its plight. It seems 
inconceivable to me that such an important specimen will be grubbed up to make way for 
HS2, but all of our efforts so far have been unable to save it from impending destruction.” 

*  Reference 

Woodland Trust press release 21 September 2015: 
A pear tree threatened by the proposed HS2 rail line and thought to be the second largest 
in the UK has been shortlisted by the Woodland Trust in its Tree of the Year contest, pitted 
against nine other trees from across England….  
Beccy Speight, Woodland Trust Chief Executive, said: “This contest reminds us how 
trees have been an integral part of this country’s history and play an important role in our 
lives today. We still need better protection for individual trees across the UK and we hope 
everyone who votes will also support our campaign to create a register for all our Trees of 
National Special Interest….  
 
The European Tree of the Year contest, run by the Environmental Partnership Association 
since 2011, looks for the best loved trees from 15 countries across Europe. The 2015 
winner from over 180,000 votes cast was the ‘Oak tree on a football field’ in Estonia, with 
the Major Oak in Sherwood Forest coming 6th.  
 
The UK is home to one of the largest populations of ancient and veteran trees in Europe 
and over 8,000 people have signed up to the Trust’s V.I Trees campaign to try and ensure 
all Trees of National Special Interest have better long term protection from the threats 
posed by climate change, development, pests and diseases.”   
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